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* * * 


An Abbreviated Rating Chart, prepared specially for their use, has been 
published during the month by Diocesan newspapers covering 40 dioceses 
in the United States. (See next page.) 


* 


* 


* 


The Library of Congress at Washington has invited Books on Trial 
to furnish copies of all past issues for the use of the Library. 


.) * 


* 


+ 


Books on Trial supplies confidential Advance Information to Book-of-the- 
Month members who make the necessary arrangements. 


* 





* 
Dr. Monroe’s articles on Creative Reading will be resumed in the next issue. 





* 
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Published eight times a year: monthly, Febru- 
ary, March, April, September; Bi-monthly, 
October-November, December-Janyary, May- 
June and July-August, and Copyrighted by 
the Tuomas More Lisrary and Boox SuHopr, 
an Illinois “not for profit” corporation, 22 
West Monroe Street, Chicago 3, Illinois. Sub- 
scription price $2.09 per year, in advance, 35c 
per copy. Entered as second class matter 
December 11, 1942 at the post office at Chicago, 
Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Active member of the C.P.A. and C.L.A. 


Joun C. Tutty, Editor 





Vor. ITI Juty-Avucust, 1944 No. 2 





A Few Comments 


Harper will spend $25,000 for their 
initial advertising of “The Time for 
Decision” by Sumner Welles, Book- 
of-the-Month Club selection for Au- 


gust... . 


* * * 


August 2nd is the publication date 
for another book about President Roose- 
velt—““What Manner of Man,” by 
Noel Busch, $2.00. The book is said to 
be a unique blend of biography, gossip 
and political analysis designed to in- 
furiate both those who deride Mr. 
Roosevelt and those who worship him. 

- + * 


“Onward to Victory” 
of Winston Churchill’s 
book—$3.50. ... 

* + + 

According to published information, 
more than $50,000 has been spent ad- 
vertising “Strange Fruit” and by the 
end of the summer the total will reach 
$80,000. . . 

* e, + 

James T. Farrell, frequently referred 
to as the creator of indecent characters, 
complained to the Prime Minister of 
Canada that oné of his books had been 
banned. Canadian authorities, according 
to the New York Times, have now 
denied the accusation. . . . However, Mr. 
Farrell has received publicity going and 
coming. . . 

* * * 
U.S. S. R. by Walter Duranty con- 
tinues in demand. When he was a cor- 
respondent in Russia the author was 
considered to be pro-Stalin, but in this 
book he speaks plainly regarding the 
Marshal’s ruthlessness and opportu- 
nism. ($3.00.) 


is the title 
forthcoming 
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On the capture of Rome, George San- 
tayana was found living at a Sisters’ 
hospital. . . . He reported having been 
visited by Ezra Pound, who was re- 
sponsible for the introduction into 
America of one of the most obscene 
books ever published. “The man is 
mad,” said Santayana. 

* . * 

On reading Santayana’s recent auto- 
biography, “Persons and Places,” 
which was reported to have been smug- 
gled out of Rome, our Contributing 
Editor, J. M. Lelen, who has known the 


author for many years,‘ said that Per- - 


sons and Places could not have been 
written in recent years because he has 
had letters from the author who long 
since retracted many of the statements 
made therein. .. . 

* 7 * 


On her return this week from Mexico 
City, the Editor’s wife reports that peo- 
ple there blame FDR for the recent 
Mexican law banning siestas. . . .!! 

+ * * 


A bookseller told her he could sell 
thousands of Missals in Spanish if they 
could be procured. (Name on request.) 


* * + 


We hear from an increasing number 
of people who complain that BOOK 
LOGS are not always what they appear 
to be at first glance. As an example, an 
author recently told us about calling on 
a book store whose name she had no- 
ticed in a prominent log. She was told 
on her visit that — didn’ t sell a dozen 
books a week. 


* * * 


During one month we sold some 1200 
copies of Amen, Amen. If, during the 
same period, another store sold but six 
copies of some other title, their sale of 
six copies would show up on the regular 
book-logs with as much prominence as 
our sale of 1200. 


* * * 


A few years ago Margaret Halsey 
wrote a book in which her delineations 
of our English cousins caused many 
heated arguments. The title was “With 
Malice Towards None.” . . . She has 
a new book under way called “Some 
of My Best Friends Are Soldiers.” 
. .. “They Also Ran,” the story of 
the nineteen men who were the defeated 
candidates for President of the United 
States by Irving Stone is now available 
at $1.49. It’s a very interesting book. 


Tarawa by Robert Sherrod will be 
available in August in a 25¢ pocket 
book edition. .. . 


* * * 


Dorothy Fremont Grant’s Margaret 
Brent, Adventurer, will appear in 
September, 
Maryland in the time of Lord Balti- 
more. . . 

* * * 

Maura Laverty, author of Never No 
More, has a new novel for September 
—No More Than Human. Delia—of 
Never No More—now grown up—is 
the central figure. $2.50. . . . 


* * 7 


Neil Boyton’s Silver Fox Patrol— 
coming in September—is not about 
foxes, but of a Boy Scout “patrol” in 
Manhattan. $2.00. 


* * * 


In All the Day Long, Daniel, Sar- 
gent told us of James Anthony Walsh, 
one of the founders of the Maryknoll 
missions. In Tar Heel Apostle, to be 
published in August at $2.50, we have 
the story of Thomas Frederick Price, 
co-founder and veteran missioner of 
North Carolina. 


* * * 
POCKET BOOKS, who have made 
a great success of their 25c edition, re- 
cently celebrated the publication of 
their HUNDRED MILLIONTH VOL- 


UME. 
* * 


A New Service 


Our latest activity is the produc. 


tion of an abbreviated book-rating 
chart for the use of Diocesan news 
papers. 

The first issue, just published, 
has already appeared in papers hav- 
ing a circulation of well over a 
million copies. 

If your newspaper is not using 
this service, drop a line to the edi- 
tor. We will also supply mats for the 
use of Parish Calendars, if they 
will tell us the size of their pages. 











Social Doctrines of the oe 
Church—Pretace by Father 
easily 


in matters social, economic 
pape of making for toleration and 


copy. ® Robert ¢. + ogy 
Hickory St., Fond du Lac, W 
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B-o-t-M Club, July 


Joseph the Provider 
B-o-M Club, July, ’44 

Thomas Mann Knopf, $3.00 
This Book-of-the-Month Club selection 
for July, the fourth volume of Mann’s 
stories of Joseph, opens with Joseph on 
his way to prison following the episode 
of Potiphar’s wife, with which those 
who have read the Old Testament are 
familiar. 

The body of the book portrays 
Joseph’s rise to influence, his interpre- 
tation of Pharaoh’s dreams and conse- 
quent rulership, the visits of Joseph’s 
brothers in search of food, an interpo- 
lation of the story of Tamar and the 
stratagem by which she wormed her 
offspring into the line of descent of the 
family of Jacob, and finally Joseph’s 
return to Canaan. 

Much of the account is rather tedious 
a great effusion of words in which few 
will be interested. To discover how 
much of it is fact and how much merely 
the author’s. imaginative elaboration 
would require greater effort than the 
general reader has either the time or 
inclination to attempt. 

The long and confusing Prelude prob- 
ably has some purpose, but we just can’t 
think of any good reason why anyone 
should waste time on it. 

The creation of Man, it seems, was 
not God’s idea, but Shemmael’s. The 
latter, before his “luminous fall from 
on high” had divined God’s curiosity 
about Himself. He also knew there was 
a missing link. The Angels were too 
high and the beasts too low to be used 


‘as a means of introducing evil. Why 


not then—‘a joke to make anyone snig- 
ger”—create Man, and endow him with 
a combination of qualities. 

It wasn’t much trouble at all “to 
convince the hierarchy that Shemmael 
took the moral world much more seri- 
ously than He did.” And “It did not 
necessarily follow that the Almighty had 
been hoodwinked.” Furthermore, “We 
guessed that he [Shemmael] also said a 
lot about how much livelier it would 
make life for the Creator. .. .” 

So, “One entangled Oneself in folly 
and created a being notoriously unstable 
and embarrassing . . . and then set One’s 
heart upon it in magnificent self-will 
and made such a point of the thing that 
all heaven was offended.” 

“Even All-Wisdom might not be quite 
adequate to avoid all the blunders of 


‘ 


absolute qualities. . . .” “Perhaps He, 
too, would not admit that anything 
could be a complete failure after He 
had created it so thoroughgoingly in 
His own image,’’ etc., etc. ; 

Apologists for anything in the way of 
a best seller may be inclined to justify 
such speculations, but it seems to us 
the only thing that could be praised is 
the author’s success in weaving many 
comments similiar to those quoted above 
into a rather unintelligible whole. 


x * * 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH 


The Book-of-the-Month Club will of- 
fer a dual selection for September, as 
follows: 


Pastoral 

Nevil Shute Morrow, $2.50 
This is a novel of which a bomber crew 
are the central characters. The scene is 
a bomber base at which the crew is 
welded into a team. that accomplishes 
50 or more operations, and a love story 
is involved. 


The other selection is: 


Cluny Brown 

Margery Sharp L B, $2.50 
A humorous and interesting, story of 
England just before the war—involving 
numerous characters, including a mys- 
terious Polish refugee professor ‘and 
writer. 

Both. of these novels—which means 


for adults—are above average. 
(Book-of-the-Month Club’s selection for Au- 
gust is “A Trme For Decision” by Sumner 
Welles, former Undersecretary of State.) 


x & 


AMEN 


Amen, Amen 

S. A. Constantino, Jr. Harper, $2.00 
Boston Pilot: “If every member of the 
armed forces were to read Amen, Amen 
while in training and keep in mind the 
poignant facts so clearly given, there 
would be little worry about their future 
conduct. 

“ .. it is bound to awaken and in- 

fluence its readers to thought and action 
toward God.” 
The Magnificat: “Perhaps young serv- 
ice men deeply concerned about the 
temporal and eternal welfare of their 
fellowmen are not rare, but none of 
them, so far as we know, have expressed 
it as effectively as the twenty-three 
years old Navy flier. 


“In a style ‘strictly twentieth cen- 
tury’—slangy, modern as the day after 
tomorrow in analogy, he gives them 
straight-from-the-shoulder reasons for 
believing in God—a Personal God. .. . 

“He writes frankly and fearlessly, 
addressing particularly the young, with 
a directness that should draw and hold 
attention. 

“... it is straight Christian doctrine 
that he hands out .. . an inspiring and 
helpful message.” 

Dominicana: “. . . a praiseworthy di- 
gest of religion and ethics in the lan- 
guage and style of today . . . popular, 
breezy . . . deserves a large circulation.” 


ko ot 
New Testament Translation 


From Vulgate Coming 


Orders are being taken for a transla- 
tion of the New Testament by Mon- 
signor Knox, who left Oxford in 1937 
and has since given himself to this work. 

The inscription on the title page of 
both the English and the American 
editions will read as follows: 


The New Testament 
of Our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ 


Newly Translated 
From the Vulgate Latin 
At the Request of their Lordships 
the Archbishops and Bishops 
of England and Wales. 


Publication this fall will be by Sheed 
& Ward—price $3.50. 


x & 


Dear Editor: 

Anent your recent comment that 
people will buy anything, I call atten- 
tion to a statement by a columnist in 
The Saturday Review of Literature that 
Broadway producers are “laughing 
themselves sick over the spectacle of 
a reading public making best sellers 
out of a succession of ‘autobiographies’ 
by musical comedy, motion picture, and 
opera celebrities who can scarcely write 
a letter home . . . while the racket 
lasts,” he asserts, “a lot of underfed 
but deserving ghost writers are climbing 
into the 90 per cent surtax bracket 
(and) the stars themselves are having 
a wonderful time at autographing 


parties.” 
* * * 


Buy War Bonds and Stamps 
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An Unusual Book 


A Shock of Sheaves a 
Msgr. John J. Code T T M, $3.00 
Reviewed by the Hon. John P. Mce- 
Goorty, Judge of the Superior Court of 
Cook County, Ill. 
A Shock of Sheaves is not just another 
book—it is the gleanings of a priestly 
ministry intimately bound up with the 
homely happenings of every-day life. 
The subjects include not only the 
cycle of great festivals of the Church, 
but a number of occasions when the au- 
thor was invited to voice the celebra- 
tion of some great event, religious or 
civic—the jubilee of an humble nun, a 
priest’s first mass, his silver or golden 
jubilee; his obsequies; memorable 
events in a parish, the commemoration 
of its founding, the blessing of its or- 
gan, its bells, its newly frescoed walls; 
public events in the community, the 
blessing of the flag, a toast to Business 
Men, to Church and State, the dedica- 
tion of a post office, the inauguration of 
a fire chief—all were a sort of challenge 
to the versatility of the Word of God, 
and at the same time a portrait of the 
personality of the preacher. himself. 
As the Very Rev. John J. Clifford, 
S.J., dean of the teaching faculty of St. 


Mary of the Lake Seminary, Mundelein, — 


very well says in the Foreword of the 
book: “A priest should be interested in 


all phases of life. He is sent as an. 


Apostle to the world and nothing in 
human life must be alien to his heart. 
In a Shock of Sheaves, as in the heart 
of its author, commingle the diverse 
streams of life, joy and sorrow, sick- 
ness and health, riches and poverty, lit- 
erature and art, school and church. 
Monsignor Code shows himself at home 
in the marts commerce, in the civic life 
of his community, in the wider hori- 
zons of education, and preeminently in 
the religious life of his generation. 

This book transcends in interest the 
limits of a parish. It has a universal 
appeal. It is an eloquent and popular 
exposition of immortal truths uttered by 
the Saviour of men, reeoched on the lips 
of Apostles, Fathers and Doctors of the 
Church, and cherished by millions in 
every age for twenty centuries as an 
infallible source of everlasting life. 

Fired with religious and patriotic fer- 
vor, and embellished with a wealth of 
Scriptural anecdote, a Shock of Sheaves 
will take an honored place in contem- 
porary literature. 


I am confident that many beyond the 
limits of his parish will read and rel- 
ish these sermons, particularly priests 
who are always looking for’ new ways to 
present old truths. 

Despite the fact that we were in the 
third day of a 97-degree hot spell, an 
unusually good crowd attended the Au- 
tograph Party at the Thomas More on 
publication of Msgr. Code’s book. 

His Excellency, The Most Rev. Sam- 
uel A. Stritch, Archbishop of Chicago, 
in a letter to Msgr. Code, from which 
we quote with permission, says: 

“You have kept in your sermon 
style the majesty and dignity of 
the classical period and still ac- 
commodated yourself to the heart- 
to-heart speaking of the times.... 

“Convincing, without loss of the 
dignity which attaches to the sa- 
credness of the truth you are teach- 
ing, these sermons are an example 
of good modern pulpit oratory. 
God gave you a talent, and you 
have made it yield its full double.” 
We have had numerous orders for 

this book to be sent as gifts to young 
priests to help them in building up their 
libraries. 

Knowing that there are many 
such who would also enjoy having 
BOOKS ON TRIAL, we will send a 
year’s subscription ($2.00), and a 
copy of the book, both for the 
price of the book alone to any new 
subscriber, if remittance accom- 
panies the order. 


* * * 


A Framed Portrait of 
St. John of the Cross 


Carmelite and Poet 

Robert Sencourt Mac, $2.00 
Bill Belanger in Herald-Advertiser: “A 
scholarly piece of research . . . it is not 
only a study of the saint’s personality 
but an appraisal of Spain’s role in and 
reaction to the Renaissance. Without 
whitewashing either church or state 
Sencourt gives a fearless picture of the 
Reformation. Even the casual reader 
will note that Sencourt is a master of 
the Spanish character. Students of Span- 
ish life, history and atmosphere have as 
much to gain from the book as students 
of literature. 

“Unlike fiction heroes John’s quest 
of mysticism did not lead him through 
Bohemian bistros and Paris art centres. 


He did not drink wine from red-checked 
table covers nor sit upon the floor with 
frustrated geniuses who scorned soap 
and water as bourgeois. Possible he 
missed some fun, but he was genuinely 
interested in the subject that dominated 
his life and was consistent in his quest. 
He tolerated neither superficiality nor 
subterfuge. The purety of his poetry 
shows the effects of his singleness of 
purpose. Sencourt does such an apt job 
of editing and selection that if you are 
not already familiar with John’s poetry 
you'll want to be before you’ve finished 


the book.” 
ee Te 


Jewish Problem 


Jewish Panorama 

David Goldstein R R, $3.00 
Unique in America is David Goldstein, 
who terms himself a Christian Israelite. 
In his early years he was a socialist. 
For decades he has gone over the coun- 
try lecturing—both in and out of doors 
—trying to bring the light of reason to 
bear on the dark spots of religious and 
economic history. His Letters of a 
Hebrew-Catholic to Mr. Isaacs was re- 
viewed in our September, 1943, issue by 
Dr. Bowdern, president of Creighton 
University. 

His present Jewish Panorama is a 
summation, of his comprehensive writ- 
ings in which he presents an untold 
wealth of information largely unknown 
to both Jews and Christians. He neither 
defends nor indicts the Jews. He takes 
issue with them, but prays that he may 
not be termed anti-Semitic. He appeals 
for understanding, while warning the 
“intellectuals” of the difficulties caused 
by their increasing attacks on Chris- 
tianity—as in the case of Sholem Asch’s 
The Nazarene and The Apostle. 

Jewish Panorama is indispensable to 
any investigator of the problem which 
in many cities augurs danger. It is un- 
fortunate that Mr. Goldstein did not 
choose a publisher willing to offer to 
book dealers a sufficient margin of dis- 
count to enable them to handle his 
book without financial loss. 


oA RE. 


For Youth 


Moral and Social Questions 

Alexander Wyse, O.F.M. 
Nuntius Aulae: “We heartily recom- 
mend . . . to the Catholic Youth of 


America, not only for study-club use, 


but also for private instruction.” 


SAG, $1.00 — 
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By Archbishop Stritch 


A World to Reconstruct 

Guido Gonella Bruce, $3.50 
The Most Rev. Samuel A. Stritch, D.D., 
Archbishop of Chicago, in The Chicago 
Daily News: “.. . an extraordinary 
book. The author, philosopher and jur- 
ist, basing his thought on the peace 
messages of Pope Pius XII, builds up 
in it, page by page, the framework of 
a Christian, international, social recon- 
struction, on the safe foundations of 
moral truth and the findings of students 
who have given years to the study of 
the right ordering of international rela- 
tiohs. . . . Richly it will repay the effort 
made by the careful reader. . . . 


“With the Pope, the author takes as 
his thesis that international agreements 
which are mere voluntary, rescindable 
contracts or treaties will never beget a 
right international order, and that there 
are ethical imperatives which must be 
recognized as the first principles of in- 
ternational law and the substratum of 
international institutions. He calls for 
the making of these principles, which 
are quite independent of mere vol- 
untary international agreements, the 
groundwork for a good enduring peace. 

“.. . we find treated in principle 
practically all the problems which face 
the peacemakers. The integrity and in- 
dependence of all nations is defended, 
but sovereignty is not extended to con- 
done the repudiation of responsibilities 
which arise from the very necessity of 
right order in the family of nations. .. . 

“Economic cooperation between na- 
tions on sane principles is advocated . . . 
a plea is made for the recognition of the 
advantages of voluntary emigration of 


eo from densely populated regions. 


“The other principal questions of in- 
ternational moment and interest are 
adequately treated... .” 


Re 


Best Book on 
Poland and Russia 


Poland and Russia 

Ann Su Cardwell S & W, $2.75 
When Russia and Germany partitioned 
Poland, each took about the same 
amount of territory. In the German area 
there were about 22,000,000 people and 


in the Russian, 13,000,000. I suppose 


es. 
ft 


no one knows exactly how many Poles 
still remained after the mass deporta- 
tions carried out by both Germans and 
Russians. 

The population that remained was 
quickly reduced to slavery, and the 
eventual disposition of this unhappy 
country will furnish perhaps the strong- 
est indication of what will happen in 
Europe. 

The Poles under Russian domination 
will undoubtedly “vote” for affiliation 
with Russia. The elections already held 
set the pattern. There was one Soviet 
representative for every 27 or 28 voters. 
No one was excused from going to the 
polls, and there was only one candidate. 
When Germany collapses, will western 
Poland also fall under the same Soviet 
domination? The Russians undoubtedly 
have their plans and all indications are 
that they intend to give up nothing. 

In presenting the best picture we 
have seen of this whole situation, Mrs. 
Cardwell discusses the happenings of 
the last quarter-century. She points out 
the tragic sufferings of this once great 
nation, and it is a point of great merit 
in her book that she omits special plead- 
ing and cites authority for every impor- 
tant statement. 

This book is highly recommended, 
both for its own interesting features and 
as an antidote for the inaccurate and 
misleading statements put out by propa- 
ganda and the blind school of commen- 
tators who take their cues from such 
sources. 


* * * 
Presidential Agent 
Upton Sinclair Viking, $3.00 


A lot of people would like to know the 
secrets inside the mind of President 
Roosevelt. Sinclair’s creation, Lanny 
Budd, solved the problem by securing 
a job as Mr. Roosevelt’s secret agent. 
This enabled him to go everywhere, 
see everything, and to know not alone 
everything that has happened, but many 
things that have not happened and will 
not happen. 

The things he discovers are suffi- 
ciently unbelievable and absurd to ap- 
peal to the hoi-polloi and to be relished 
by the retailers of silly chatter. The 
fumbling, bumbling Mr. Sinclair con- 
sequently has the apparent assurance 
of generous royalties. 

A warning that the book should not 
be taken seriously will do no good at 
all. Those who could appreciate such 
warning will not be reading the book. 


Recommended 
Compass 


Humanity, What? Whence? 
Wither? 

W. E. Orchard, D.D. Bruce, $2.00 
It’s not only getting to be customary— 
it’s practically fashionable— to admit 
that things of the spirit have been going 
awry. Like post-war plans, there is no 
end to the number of authors using this 
theme as a subject. 

Unlike many less fortunate, however, 
Dr. Orchard writes from the standpoint 
of a definite faith. The thought is not 
one that occurred to him but yesterday. 
He suffered and struggled through many 
years of personal uncertainty, and his 
determination to follow the paths dic- 
tated by reason led him through ardu- 
ous paths—as he outlined in his book 
From Faith to Faith. Just as his reli- 
ance on Reason determined his own 
progress, so, in attempting to chart a 
future course for Humanity the argu- 
ment of reason alone is pressed. 

There is little hope of solving a prob- 
lem if we do not know what it is. We 
must, therefore, first answer the ques- 
tion, What is Man? Science—being 
concerned with almost everything else 
can’t answer. The answers of the past 
are, therefore, first examined—then the 
modern - explanations. It is the great 
merit of this book that Dr. Orchard, 
having himself understood the reasons 
for his own uncertainties in the past, 
is now able to put his thoughts into a 
form that non-Catholics and unbelievers 
can better understand and appreciate. 
Rejection of the religion of the past 
has been tried and proved a failure. 
Dr. Orchard explores a course that gives 
promise of leading to a solution. 


S'S sR 


Thomistic Bibliography 


The only complete analytical bibli- 
ography of Thomistic literature avail- 
able has been Bibliographie Thomiste 
by Mandonnet-Destrez — which ends 
with 1920. 

A new list of more than 4,000 titles 
covering 1920-1940 has now been com- 
piled and is being printed as a supple- 
ment to The Modern Schoolman. 

288 pages—four indices arranged ac- 
cording to categories. Paper-bound, 
ie 00; cloth, $2.50. 

a ae 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS x COMMENTS x RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 


The following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price is shown, followed by one or more pertinent review 
excerpts from leading publications, or by Comments or 
Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by members of our 


own Staff. 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


Addressed to Youth 

Sister M. Madeleva SAG, $1.00 
Commonweal: “For the most inveterate com- 
mencement speaker or preacher of baccalaure- 
ates, this little volume is worth more than its 
price; for the tyro, it is worth ten times its 
price. The author, after years of experience at 
St. Mary’s College in Indiana, retains absolute 
faith in the convent school as the ideal place 
in which to train Catholic young women.” 


The Admiral 

Healy & Kutner Ziff-Davis, $3.50 

Following the battle of Manila Bay, Admiral 
George Dewey became the only officer ever to 
receive the rank of “Admiral of the Navy,” 
This is his comprehensive biography. It is 
most interesting and in lieu of the great record 
our Navy is now making, it is a most truthful 
study of the development of our sea power. 


Adventures in Good Cooking 

Duncan Hines $1.50 each 
Commonweal: “These two manuals have been 
re-issued at intervals for several years and 
have proved the best thing of 'the sort so far 
compiled in this country . . . only upon the 
recommendation of readers are restaurants, 
hotels, or recipes included. . . : No advertising 
appears... .” 


Amy Ferroby’s Daughter 
Elizabeth Ford C McC, $2.50 


“|. a Victorian tour de force. Buchanan is 


president. Caroline Ferroby’s parents are 
wealthy and cultured . . . an unhappy love 
affair . . . an absolutely perfect period piece. 


.” Chicago Tribune 


Catholic World: “This novel . . . not con- 
cerned with the war . . . a costume piece, 
beginning in 1865 and coming up almost to the 
present. The historical details, are interesting, 
but not well integrated; the characterization is 
shallow, and the story of two women who 
sacrificed their men to snobbishness can hardly 
be taken as symbolic of a whole period in 
history.” 


Ancient Greece in Modern America 

John R. Macarthur Caxton, $6.00 
Commonweal: “... has two main ideas... 
to show how the great memory of Greece still 
permeates our life . . . second . . . since the 
stories of Greek gods and heroes in our litera- 
ture and art form the most conspicuous part 
of our Hellenic background, it would be use- 


School - 


C-I—Current Interest + 
DM—Doubtful Merit - 


Objectionable - 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent + F—Favorable 
H.S.—Satisfactory for High 

TFA—Too Far Advanced + A—For Adults 

WR —With Reservations - U— 

Unfavorably reviewed or regarded + O—Offensive or 
DIS—Disapproved + REC—Recom- 


mended - REV—Reviewed - MSO—Mature Students Only. 


ful to retell these stories for the modern 
American who cannot read the originals. 

“ . . a series of informal, unpretentious 
essays . . . easy, informal, sometimes slangy 
style.” 


The Arab Heritage 
Edited by Nabih Amin Faris Princeton, $3.00 
A collection of lectures and essays. 
Recommended. 


Army Surgeon 

Genevieve Fox Little, $2.00 
Boston Pilot: “... young Americans hear the 
story of Dr. Beaumont, pioneer and army sur- 
geon of a hundred years ago, and of his tre- 
mendous contribution to medical science. 

“.. for young readers . . . a splendid pic- 
ture of the country one hundred years back 
when Michigan was a long way to travel from 
Connecticut; and to settle there in the rather 
wild country was considered foolhardy. In the 
character of Dr. Beaumont is presented a 
pioneer at heart who found his niche in med- 
icine and surgery to contribute methods and 
means that are just beginning to be used by 
the modern doctors.” 


ATS Mystery 

Gilbert Coverack Mac, May, 1944, $2.00 
Chief Commander The Honourable Dorothy 
Harrington-Petherick, A.T.S—dense, pompous 
and unobservant—was plainly disgusted when 
one of the girls in her camp was found 
murdered. Determined to solve the mystery 
herself, she put every obstacle possible in the 
way of the “ignorant” Irish detective assigned 
to the case. But McBride knew his rights, and 
eventually solved the murder—and a second 
also—the Commander’s opposition adding only 
to the humor. 

The device used is to give to each principal 
character a chapter in which to tell his or her 
thoughts. A lot of unsavory conduct on the 
part of the girls and the officers from a nearby 
camp is disclosed. The coarseness, one might 
say, is rather restrained, and the depiction of 
loose moral standards is not objectionably pre- 
sented. 


The Baby Manual 
Herman N. Bundesen, M. D. S & S, $3.00 
With nearly 600 pages, a hundred and forty 
illustrations and a good index, this is a book 
that looks like full value for those interested. 
Dr. Bundesen is commissioner of Health 
and President of the Board of Health, Chi- 


cago; Health Editor of the Ladies’ Home 
Journal, and the author of numerous articles 
and pamphlets. 

The first half of his book covers the general 
problems of the first two years. The second 
half is taken up with about 1000 questions 
and answers. 

Since Dr. Bundesen’s first book on the care 
of babies was published in 1925, more than 
ten million copies have been distributed. 


Better Men for Better Times 

Johnson & Slavin C. U. Press 
Boston Pilot: “Principles of good government 
and of sound training for citizenship . . . 
issued by the Commission on American Citi- 
zenship of the C. U. of A. 

“Though on the highest plane of thought 

. . neither intended for nor exclusively suited 
to the academic mind, but . . . aimed at 
everyone interested in the preservation of 
American Democracy. 

“The Commission . . . was established in 
1937 ‘by the American Hierarchy . . . to ‘evolve 
a constructive program of social action, fitted 
in its details to local needs, which will com- 
mand the admiration and acceptance of all 
right-thinking men.’ ” 


The Black Path of Fear 
Woolrich D D, $2,00 


Objectionable Crime Club adventure story. 


Bombers 
Keith Ayling Crowell, $2.50 
This is a@ comprehensive story of all types of 


bombers. 
The Sign: “Facts, incidents, illustrations make 
this a worthy and readable work by an ex- 
bomber pilot who knows whereof he writes. 


Boot 

Gilbert P. Bailey Mac, $2.50 
Subtitled A Marine in the Making, this is an 
intimate account of the training of a recruit— 
told in the first person. Tough. Many good 
full-page photos—8x11 inches. 


Born in Battle 
R. T. Thomas Winston, $3.00 
Story of an American bombing squadron. 
Unobjectionable but of no great merit. 
Boys in Men’s Shoes 
Harry E. Burrougk Mac, $3:50 
America: “. . . gives its reader an awakening 
interest in the world of the working children 
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who eke out additions to the family income on 
the streets . . . the history of a ‘Russian-born 
Boston newsboy who rose to be a successful 
lawyer’. . . he never forgot that he had been 
a former street merchant who had to support 
himself. He carried this affection for newsboys 
into the founding of that unique institution, 
the Burroughs Newsboys Foundation. 

“Those interested in boy work may read 
with profit the case histories. ...” 


Breathe Upon These 

Ludwig Lewisohn Bobbs, $2.50 

Sincere, moving Novel-Questionable logic 
Catholic World: “. . . describes the plight of 
Jews, brutally persecuted in Germany, then, if 
they have the money to bribe Nazi officials, 
allowed to escape, only to find closed doors 
everywhere except in America . . . sincere and 
moving, but gains nothing by being put into 
the novel form, which staggers under the load 
of propaganda. . . . There is an artificial con- 
clusion which is dangerously near absurdity.” 


Captain Retread 

Donald Hough Norton, $2.50 
Commonweal: “A ‘retread’ is an officer honor- 
ably discharged from the last war who gets 
back into this one. Captain Hough has been 
connected with Air Force training centers. . 
He is modest and humorous about himself and 
he understands and admires the wonderful 
men who are in the army. 

“. . . there is a certain question of tone, 
and everything is right but everything seems 
to have been planned so that it would be just 
right and real and natural and decent. It is 
successful; it makes good reading; it ends 
with quite a lift... .” 


The Captain Wears a Cross 

Ch. William Maguire Mac, $2.00 
Queen’s Work: “Have you any friends in the 
Navy? If you have, then you will be twice 
interested in Chaplain Maguire’s book. . . 
It is inspiring.” 

(Chaplain Maguire is now a Colonel in the 


. Marine Corps.) 


- 


Catholic School Plays 

Frances M. Pomeroy CCDLA, 2 copies, $1.00 
Sister M. Philip, C.S.C., in The Tidings, L.A.: 
“ . . wise teachers of little ones, especially 
those in vacation schools, will more than wel- 
come .. . problems of discipline will vanish, 
and complicated schemes to hold interest will 
be unnecessary for the director of these four 
plays, the result of a period of years of ex- 
periment.” 


China Handbook 

Chinese Ministry of Information Mac., $5.00 
Commonweal: “. . . invaluable 900-page com- 
pendium of factual information should find a 
place in many libraries . . . a Chinese Who's, 
Who.” 


Christianity and Classical Culture 

Charles Norris Cochrane Oxford, $5.00 
Commonweal: “The story in his pages is that 
of a great and rich pagan civilization which 
made the most ambitious attempts to secular- 


ize human society, that is to create an eternal 
human order on the principles of naturalism, 
and failed, dissolving in the process, and being 
regenerated and re-enriched by Christianity. 
What we are witnessing in the world today is 
the spectacle of a once Christian civilization 
which had become deeply secularized—repa- 
ganized—and is now struggling for its life 
against a flood of enemies within itself, 5 i 
ening to tear it apart.” 


The Church and the Liberal Society 

John Emmet Hughes Princeton U., $3.00 
Southern Cross: “The appearance of a new 
historical philosopher is an event. But when he 
combines a proper perspective of history and 
sane, healthy philosophy with literary ability, 
his appearance is an occasion for rejoicing. 
Catholic philosophy has an able exponent in 
Emmet John Hughes. 

“Every page should be chewed and digested. 
We fear that the book will not suit the taste 
of all the members of the Catholic Book Club. 
Perhaps for April the Club chose not wisely, 
but too well.” 


America: “. . . the author is not entirely free 
from the vice of exaggeration. It is hardly true 
to say that the Church merely tolerates private 
property on account of human weakness. Nor 
was the influence of the towns on medieval 
life as deleterious as Mr. Hughes implies .. . 
the effects of capitalism were never so bad as 
they ought logically to have been, perhaps be- 
cause many businessmen retained some vestiges 
of a Christian conscience.” 


The Cleric’s Secret 

Warren Deeping Dial, $2.50 
Two characters predominate in this novel—the 
Anglican pastor of a suburban parish who is 
saddled with a highly irritating wife—and his 
curate whose wife had left him for another 
man. 

The curate became a chaplain in World 
War I and on his return became pastor of the 
parish. Problems developed—the question of 
an unmarried pastor—concern over the inter- 
est in the pastor of a divorced woman parish- 


ioner. Despite his previous opposition to the- 


practice, the pastor finally decides to get a 
divorce, and follows this by marrying the 
divorcee. 

The Catholic World says the story proves 
“the great wisdom of the Catholic Church in 
her upholding of clerical celibacy.” 


Clowns and Angels 

Wallace Fowlie S & W, $2.50 
Essays in Literary Criticism—Rec. to Libraries. 
In these “Studies in Modern French Literature” 
the comments on books and authors are most 
enlightening, entertaining and revealing. “Lit- 
erature is one of the major works of civiliza- 
tion .. . the record of civilization” . . . and in 
this respect France has been “the perpetual 
battlefield.” 

Gide, Romains, Mauriac and Proust are com- 
pared and analyzed, as are also Claudel, Bau- 
delaire, Reimband and Mallarmé. 

The book is especially valuable as a study of 
our present confusion. 


Come Over into Macedonia 

Harold B. Allen Rutgers, $3.00 
The Sign: “.. . the careful record of a ten- 
year experiment in rural reconstruction work 
under the auspices of the Near East Founda- 
ee. 

“.. . remarkable as a revelation of what 
can be accomplished among a rural, backward, 
and destitute people by a group of thoroughly 
unselfish, unprejudiced, and _ self-sacrificing 
philanthropists with the very minimum of 
funds and personnel. 

“. . . very sketchy acquaintance with the 
true history of the Greek Orthodox Church.” 


The Coming Struggle for Peace 

Andre Visson Viking, $3.00 
Commonweal: “ . Mr. Visson adverts to 
many current and impending political diffi- 
culties Americans would tend to overlook 

. writes about these things in an easy, read- 
able manner . . . presents the political activ- 
ity of the Vatican in an understanding and 
favorable light . . . is hopeful . . | of an 
eventual agreement between the Kremlin and 
the Vatican.” 


Destination Tokyo 
Fisher AC, $2.00 
Life aboard a submarine. Marred by sex 
inclusions. 


Daybreak for Our Carrier 
Lt. Miller, USNR Whit., June, 1944, $2.50 
V. G. illustrated account of life on airplane 
carrier. 
The author is a writer as well as a naval man, 
The action described took place in the South- 
west Pacific. 


The Devil and the Deep 
C. M. Dixon 
Commonweal: 
not a novelist . . . not a novel, but an end- 
less series of interviews that Miss Dixon had 
with seamen who happened to wander into a 
bar on West Street near NMU headquarters. 


Scribner’s, $2.75 


“When she is reporting seamen’s talk more 
or less straight and describing seamen in a 
West Street bar, Miss Dixon is on fine, solid 
ground. But when she is putting her own self- 
conscious talk into seamen’s mouths or build- 
ing up two hammy characters who like to call 
each other by their full names . . . then Miss 
Dixon is on nothing but the sheerest, most 
treacherous quicksand. It is too bad that the 
American merchant seamen couldn’t rate a 
better book.” 


The Emperor’s Physician 
J. R. Perkins 

Chicago Tribune: “.. . frankly fiction ... 

the author has not hesitated to rearrange the 

chronology of the Gospels, to surround the 

Master with strange personages, or to invent 

fresh backgrounds for those we already know. 


“Disdaining most of the tricks of sophis- — 


ticated modern novelists, Dr, Perkins writes 
simply and straightforwardly. . . . Charles 
Collins has already told Tribune readers that 
this book may repeat the success of ‘The 
Robe.’ If it does not, we shall simply have 


one more demonstration of the unpredictable 4 
inconsistency of public taste.” 


“Miss Dixon is a reporter and _ 


Bobbs, $2.50 
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America: “All in all, this is another of those 
pathetic books. It undoubtedly means well. A 
great deal of reverence and perhaps true love 
have gone into its writing. The antiquarian 
knowledge it manifests is not inconsiderable, 
and the dialog is good. Only one thing is 
missing. It is not a story about Christ. It is 
about a healer with some mysterious powers.” 


Esme of Paris 

Esme Davis A C, $4.00 
Boston Pilot: “All the adjectives and superla- 
tives that could be applied to’ energy and 
versatility belong to the author of this enter- 
taining biography . . . of one who has been a 
ballerina, singer, painter, trapeze artist and 
tow a distiller and dispenser of perfumes. 

“Every page of her story bristles with ex- 
citement and adventure. She leaves you 
breathless with her recital of stunts and per- 
formances ‘on prancing horses and trapezes...” 


Father Meany and the Fighting 69th 


Hartford Transcript: “ . the story of the 
Jesuit chaplain who was seriously wounded 
in the assault on Makin. . . . The narrative is 
moving, occasionally really dramatic, and cer- 
tainly well worth reading. . . . The author is 
a non-Catholic and his tribute to the Catholic 
chaplains is fervent.” 


Father Tim 

H. J. McAuliffe, S.J. Bruce, June, 1944, $2.25 
The author has done a marvelous job in this 
biography of an apostle to the poor and un- 
fortunate. The work of Father Tim was an 
inspiring example of practical sociology. 


The Feather Merchants 


Max Shulman DD, $2.00 
Filthy—Cheap—Disapproved. 
The Firing Squad 
F.C. Weiskopf Knopf, $2.50 


A young Nazi narrates the experiences of a 
group of soldiers engaged in the brutal task of 
cowing Czechoslovakia. 


JS.K. in The Sign: “. ... grisly, always raw, 
in places rancid. Very bluntly it tells one what 
a problem faces the world as it tried to deal 
with Germany.” 


Frossia 

C. M. Almedingen’ HB, $2.50 

A novel of Russia. DM—AWR 

Catholic World: “This disjointed book—it can 
hardly be called a-novel—gives us a series of 
Portraits drawn disgustingly to ‘life, of com- 
missars, students, factory workers, prostitutes, 
keepers of houses of ill fame, fake prophets. 
Adultery, murder, thievery and lying figure 
on every page. 

“Morals and religion have disappeared from 
Holy Russia, but nobody cares save a few 
unenlightened lovers of the old regime, soon 
to be liquidated for the good of the atheist 
State.” 


The Gobi Desert 
Cable and French 


Commonweal: “.. . 


Mac, $3.00 
one of the best books of 


‘its sort to appear in many years. It is much 
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more than a travel book. It is an attempt to 
impart to the reader the very smell and taste 
and feel of the world’s largest desert area. , 

“The authors .. . are missionaries belonging 
to the Swiss Protestant Church; they have 
lived for many years in China’s Shansi Prov- 
cis 


Gold 
Franklyn Hobbs Bus. Fndt’n, $3.50 
Author maintains everything centers about 


Gold? ? 

The fate of our own country, and of every na- 
tion, says the author, depends on the future 
use we make of our hoard of Gold—“the real 
ruler of the world.” Assume, he says, that the 
gold at Fort Knox were dumped into the sea, 
then government bonds, and other bonds—and 
stocks—would have little more value than yes- 
terday’s newspaper. 

‘Closing of so many banks in 1932 and ’33, 
says Hobbs, was due to a lack of currency, 
caused by a lack of gold, because we have ex- 
ported too much. If you believe these things 
(which we don’t) you may find the book of 
interest. 


Golden Apples of the Sun 

Rosemary Obermeyer Feb. ’44, Dutton, $2.50 
Wholesome and delightful fiction by a highly 
promising Catholic author. 
Southern Cross: “This story is definitely 
meant for a mood. If the reader is willing to 
abandon himself completely for a few hours 
to absolute fantasy, then he can expect some 
delightful entertainment—real humor . . . we 
predict. wide popularity.” 


Here Is Africa 

Ellen and Attilio Gatti Scribner’s, $2.50 
The Tidings, Los Angeles: “. . . a personally 
conducted tour of Africa, under competent 
and interesting guides. 

“The best features . . . many excellent pic- 
tures and the constant sequence of interesting 
facts. 

. geography . . . physical characteristics 
of the peoples ... . social conditions .. . 
dramatic descriptions. .. .” 


The History of Rome Hanks 
Joseph Pennell Scribner, $2.75 


Civil War-time story—raw and lewd. 


Hitler’s Generals 
W. E. Hart D D, June, 1944, $2.75 


Good popular work by Ex-German. 


I Never Left Home 
Bob Hope S &S, $2.50 
Inclusion of suggestive sex references prevents 
approval. 


The Idea of Nationalism 

Hans Kohn Mac, $7.50 
The Sign: “Without doubt this is about the 
most exhaustive and erudite attempt to an- 
alyze the origins of nationalism yet published 
in English.” 

After directing attention to flaws and in- 
accuracies, the reviewer continues: 

“These are errors in what is otherwise a 
learned and often absorbing panorama of 
history.” 






In the Bayous of Louisiana 
Harnett Kane 

Another Catholic author, a New Orleans news- 
paperman, has written an entrancing account 
of the lives and customs of the descendants 
of the Evangeline people and the country in 
which they live. Much above the average as 
a regional portrait. 


It All Goes Together 

Eric Gill DA, $3.50 
N. Elizabeth Monroe in The Sign: “...a 
collection of brilliant and penetrating essays 
on art, education, labor, private property, per- 
sonality, and peace. . . . The title refers to the 
manifold inter-connections between man’s 
thought and the society he has built—it all 
goes to show that man cannot proclaim free- 
dom of thought and deny freedom of the will 
without becoming a slave or at best a mecha- 

“Gill’s style is sharp and incisive, unmis- 
takably his own... .” 


Extension: “The publishers could, without any 
risk, issue a guarantee with this book that 
they would refund the price, if the reader had 
not obtained a broader vision of life and 
invaluable instruction in artistic criticism from 
this association with Eric Gill.” 


The Labyrinth 

Cecil Roberts D. D., $2.50 
John S. Kennedy says: “The Labyrinth is an 
offensively silly book posing as something pro- 
found. One fears that many readers will take 
it at its advertised values.” 


Ladies Now and Then 
Beatrice Fairfax Dutton, $2.75 


Most interesting autobiography of a highly 
publicized newspaper columnist—‘‘Advice to 
the Lovelorn.” She was a pioneer in the 
struggle for women’s rights. She also now 
covers press conferences of Int. News Service. 


American Lake Series 
— pe yonene . = Bobbs, $3.50 
America: “Interest never flags, for Professor 
Landon is not only expertly informed on his 
subject, but he has the accomplishments of a 
gifted stylist in English prose. 

“ .. the first part . . . recounts the stirring 
history of the men and times on Lake Huron, 
from its discovery in 1615 until the War of 
1812 . . . warm tribute is paid to the zeal, the 
sanctity, and the worth to the new civilization, 
of the Jesuit missionaries. The second part . . . 
a... very humanly conducted tour of the 
shores, the islands and the rivers. .. . The third 
part . . . a raconteur’s interlude, in which the 
human element which inspires the whole book 
gets special emphasis in the stories of interest- 
ting people and events associated with Lake 
Huron. 

. .. contains everything to delight the lover 
of the spirit of American pioneers and of the 
great primeval outdoors. . . .” 


Lamb end, His Friends, Charles 

Will D. Howe Bobbs, $3.50 
Cuthbert Wright in Commonweal: “The book 
is well organized, and presents a useful picture 
of Lamb and his era for anyone much inter- 
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ested-in either. There will always be people to 
enjoy Lamb, just as there will always be those 
to deify his master, Montaigne. Such is not the 
case of this reviewer. One could sometimes 
wish that Professor Howe’s personal style were 
as evocative as the period he celebates. .. .” 


Land I Have Chosen 

Ellin Berlin D D, $2.50 
Commonweal: “... a devastating picture of 
a beautiful young woman who can be ade- 
quately described only as a heel in every re- 


spect. 
“The author’s feeling throughout is highly 


political, humanitarian, Christian. Her lan- 
guage is dignified and restrained.” 


Chicago Tribune: “It is impossible for the 
wife of Irving Berlin to tell her story without 
the lovely accompaniment of well known and 
popular lyrics. 
“  .. carefully and imaginatively written. 
“There are skill and grace in Ellin Berlin’s 
writing.” 


Boston Pilot: “. . . interesting reading. Her 
denunciation of the cafe society in which she 
was brought up is unmistakable. However, 
from the view point of morality, it is shock- 
ing that she treats divorce so lightly. 

“The stability of marriage and the duties 
involved in the state are certainly not even 
considered by the characters in this novel. 
But since books are often counterparts of their 
readers, might not America take heed and 
recognize the evil before it is too late.” 


Leave Her to Heaven 


Williams H M, June, 1944, $2.50 
Adults Only—WR. 
Boston Pilot: “.. . he describes what we 


sincerely hope is an unusual type. 

“That jealousy grips the very soul of many 
people we admit, but that it should dominate 
a person’s whole being as it does Ellen . 
is hard to believe. 

“With apparently everything to make her 
happy, she was driven on by an _ insane 
jealousy of everyone and everything that 
touched her husband, even stooping to murder. 

“| . those who still demand that the 
wicked shall pay the price of their sins have 
the satisfaction in feeling that while Ellen 
escaped just punishment in this life, she would 
reap the wrath in the judgment that follows 
death.” 


Left Hand, Right Hand 


Sir Osbert Sitwell ALB, $3.00 
Boston Pilot: “. . . charming prose of an 
artistic writer. 


“Renishaw Hall has been the ancestral house 
since 1625 and though it is still held by the 
family, and occupied by the writer, it has 
been the silent witness of the social changes of 
England. 

“Jt is the poetic prose that gives this book 
@ real interest along with the pictures that 
show the passing of a certain phase of English 
life.” 


The Siege of 
Skomorovsky and Morris Dutton, $2.50 
New World, Chicago: “. . . clearly mirrors 


the Russian attitude . . . free from any direct 
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advocacy of the ideology or objectives of 
Communism . . . may be recommended as a 
graphic account of the fighting in one theatre 
of World War II.” 


The Listening Post 

Thomas B. Morgan Putnam, $3.00 
Walter Millis in N. Y. Herald Tribune: “I 
liked his anecdotes, his vignettes of the leading 
prelates and Papal statesmen, his glimpses of 
life in the Vatican and of the great machinery 
of Papal diplomacy.” 

John S. Kennedy in the Hartford Transcript: 
“Mr. Morgan is frequently inexact . . . there is 
the matter of the corporative state, which, he 
says, the American bishops have approved. 
This is far from precise. 

“.. . seemingly does not understand the dis- 
tinction and the difference between the Greek 
Orthodox Church and the Uniate Churches of 
the Orient. The former is separated from the 
See of Peter by schism; the latter are united 
to the See of Peter, although they follow sev- 
eral Oriental rites and not the Latin rite. 


The Loom of Language 

Frederick Bodmer N_ 3-25-44, $3.75 
Deals with languages—similar to Lancelot 
Hogben’s Mathematics for the Millions—using 
basic English to compare practicability of 
studying languages simultaneously. Historical 
growth—short-cuts—a world-language—world- 
lists, a “language museum.” 


The Long Balkan Night 
Leigh White Scribner’s, $3.50 


Anti-Franco correspondent’s story—MSO 


The Sign: “. . . remarkable honesty in this 
book, Not that honest people are always right. 
. . . White began his career as foreign corre- 
spondent in the Spanish War on the side of the 
Loyalists. And he never fails to insert a plug 
for things anti-Franco in his coverage of the 
Balkans. Still he is not a fellow traveler. .. . 
His solution . . . the abolition of monarchy and 
the establishment of a federation founded on 
the democratic elements within the members. 

“. .. the book . . . is not news; it is history 
... the overall impression is one of pessimism.” 


Commonweal: “The author started his career 
as a foreign correspondent in 1937 when he 
enlisted as an ambulance driver for the Span- 
ish Loyalists. He is not interested in religion 
and labels people fond of traditions as ‘re- 
actionaries.’ He is opposed to monarchies and 
convinced that only the ‘camarillas’ want them 
. . . @ Strong believer in technology, the in- 
dustrialization of the world and in combining 
such material ‘progress’ with a socialistic dis- 
tribution of the goods produced .. . no fellow- 
traveler who advocates the Russian system 
... an honest Anglo-Saxon from Vermont... .” 


The Lord Is a Man of War 

Stanley Donath Knopf, $2.50 
J. S. K. in Sign: “. . . in sum, the novel is 
feeble and aimless, as well as needlessly gross 
and brutal. Dvorin, by the way, is a former 
seminarian, now a quasi-atheist. When an au- 
thor undertakes to write of the Church, he 
should at least learn enough about it to pre- 
vent his making such mistakes as having a 
priest say Mass clad in a surplice.” 
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The Lost Weekend 
Charles Jackson F &R, $2.50 


Of interest to students of drunkards 


Harold C. Gardiner in America: “. . . the 
history of five days in the life of a confirmed 
drunkard . . . for getting into the mind and 
heart of a character, the author surely has no 
superior among modern novelists. 

“.. a superbly powerful book... . 

“The author is definitely of major stature, 
One hopes that his development will be along 
more elevated lines—his talent deserves it.” 


Macmillan, The House of, 

Charles Morgan Mac, $3.00 
Commonweal: “A success story, and we have 
been very tired of success stories, in all their 
variations. 

“They did not think primarily of books as 
merchandise ; books were the channels through 
which thought circulates. They respected 
books—they always desired their books to be 
perfect in typography and manufacture—be- 


. cause of their deep respect for those who 


write them and for those who read them. 

“The Macmillans were on such terms with 
their authors that the firm’s story is also that 
of the authors . . . the readers’ reports advising 
rejection or acceptance which are made avail- 
able by Mr. Morgan are most amusing to read, 
... A delightful book... .” 


Middle America 

Charles Morrow Wilson Norton, $3.50 
Commonweal: “A wealth of factual data on 
Central America and the islands of the Carib- 
bean by a good journalist who knows whereof 
he speaks . . . better as a reference book than 
for cover to cover reading.” 


The Miracle of America 


Andre Maurois Harper, $3.50 
The Sign: “. . . history primarily . . . pala- 
table, or readable if you prefer . . . it corte 


lates important phases of American history 
with the European scene.” 


Mom Counted Six 
Gardner Harper, $2.50 


Objectionable Novel—Disapproved. 


Mother Butler of Marymount 

Katherine Burton Long, $3.00 
Joseph N. Moody in Commonweal: “...38 
tribute to a splendid woman, and the narrative 
is absorbing enough to hold one’s interest. 
Because of its theme, I would like to give it 
unqualified approval; yet it has all the defects 
of the older hagiography. The story is sugar 
coated and iced over, with a bland naivett, 
and the style is burdened with spiritual 
clichés.” 


The Sign: “Blessed by a keen insight into 
character and aided by her rich, delightfl 
literary style, Katherine Burton has once mort 
produced a memorable and colorful Catholit 
work,” 


The Boston Pilot:. “Occupying a position of 
renown in the field of Catholic literature, 
Katherine Burton, author of ‘Sorrow Built é 
Bridge? ‘His Dear Persuasion; ‘In No Str j 
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Land, presently adds another biographical 
work to her literary achievements. . 

“.  . . a realistic picture of one of the 
Church’s great educators to whom thousands 
of Americans owe an irreparable debt .. . 
aptly referred to as the ‘second Foundress of 
the Institute of the Sacred Heart of Mary.’” 


Omnipotent Government 

Ludwig von Mises 
The Sign: “.. 
book.” 


Yale, $3.75 
. an important, even a great 


Our Hidden Front 

William Gilman R & H, $3.00 
Gilman, a war correspondent, was in Alaska 
for eighteen months following Pearl Harbor. 
His book is sub-titled “The Complete Report 
on Alaska and the Aleutians.” 


The Sign: “A good book that would tell 
something about Alaska in the war was 
needed. This is the book.” 


Ordeal by Battle 

Cyril Falls Oxford, $1.75 
Commonweal: “Cyril Falls, the military cor- 
respondent of the London Times. . . . His 
thoughtful and modest book, surprisingly 
thorough for its brevity, attempts to show 
the philosophical and physical relations of 
modern war and war in general . . . describes 
war in the main historical periods . . . five 
ideals or principles . . . concentration; sur- 
prise; protection; aggressive reconnaissance; 
and maintenance of the objective. 

“ . . excellent chapters on War in the 
Air and Tactics of Offense and Defense.” 


Orestes Brownson Yankee, 
Radical, Catholic 

Theodore Maynard Mac, $3.00 
Dominicana: “He has succeeded in getting in- 
side of the man better than any previous 
biographer. . 

“Maynard went to source material when he 
found it necessary and he has handled his 
sources well. His use of them is scholarly and 
his interpretation convincing. The book’s great- 
est fault lies in Maynard’s tendency to sneer at 
the efforts of previous biographers.” 


The Other Mahoney 

Ray W. Sherman I W, $2.75 
Peter Mahoney—something of a duel character 
since the “other” Mahoney was always by his 
side—came with his parents to America half a 
century ago. Their lot in Ireland had not been 
a happy one. This novel carries Peter through 
a struggle of fifty years, during which he 
worked his way up to the managership of his 
own business. 

The ups and downs of the business cycle are 
vividly portrayed and in this respect the au- 
thor is at his best. The characters are none too 
real and many of them seem to be Irish only 
in name. The book, however, is quite interest- 
ing and the ‘implication is not at all unim- 
portant. 


N. Elizabeth Monroe in Catholic World: “The 
Style is at times lame and repetitious . . . but 
- .. the novel is moving and sincere.” 
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Our Coast Guard Academy 
Riley Hughes D A, $2.00 
Dominicana: “What might have floundered as 
a mere record of the school’s accomplishment 
. has been rescued by literary grace and a 
superior ordering of material . . . fine literary 
treatment.” 


Passport to the War 

Stanley Kunitz . Holt, $2.00 
Commonweal: “. . . Kunitz is a slight, quiet, 
man who every librarian in the country knew 
as the editor of the Wilson Library Bulletin 

. less well known as a poet. . . 

“... in many of the poems one encounters 
subject matter that is strongly or partly sur- 
realist... . 

“.. many of the poems are classic in both 
form and content, particularly those which 
simply cannot be called: anything else but re- 
ligious. Kunitz, so far as I know, has no 
religion.” 


The Proud People 

Kyle Crichton Scribner’s, $2.75 
America: “The characters in this story are 
manly and greatly diversified. Each one has its 
own peculiar interest, in spite of certain in- 
consistencies which appear in time of stress as 
definite weaknesses. 

“. . . good satire . . . comedy that often 
thrives in large families, and a tragedy which 
is common to all mortals.” 


People, State and Church in 
Modern Russia 

Paul’ B. Anderson Mac, $2.50 
The author has had long experience with his 
subject—through official capacity with the 
International Y.M.C.A. He writes sympatheti- 
cally—hoping for increasingly better under- 
standings. 

Stalin’s recent changed attitude, he thinks, 
is a working out of Socialist ideology, rather 
than expediency or appeasement. He gives a 
good account of relations between the Ortho- 
dox and non-Orthodox churches. 


Poland and Russia, The Last 
Quarter Century 

Ann Su Cardwell S & W, $2.75 
The Cantian: “.. . the most frank and best 
documented expose of Russian treachery and 
duplicity ever to be printed . . . a complete 
vindication of Poland’s stand. 

“Having been in Poland for seventeen years 

. the authoress is well equipped to give an 
unbiased, and at the same time an unusually 
detailed account... . 

“The many false accusations which the 
American dailies and the English as well, have 
been playing up to the extent of carrying on a 
‘smear’ campaign against Poland, are com- 
pletely discounted by documentary evidence 
with a deftness that leaves no loophole for 
doubt. ... 

“. . . a splendid book... 

The author is an American Presbyterian. 


Peter Domanig: Morning in Vienna 
Victor White Bobbs, $3.00 


The Tidings, Los Angeles: “There will be, no 
doubt, as many interpretations and differing 





opinions as there will be readers of this first 
novel. ... 

“The story is very long (about 700 pages) 
and tells in a powerful, hauntingly wistful 
way of the growth, the struggles and suffer- 
ings of an illegitimate boy. . . . 

“The years . . . 1912 and 1919. The locale 
is the gay and music loving city of Vienna. 

. . The background is entirely Catholic. 

“The author seems to be thoroughly fa- 
miliar with the exterior aspects of the Church, 
but what he sadly misses, is the spirit and 
philosophy. 

“  . . the boy apparently hoses his faith. 
The driving power to his youthful success in 
business, is a motive of revenge. He has ex- 
periences that could happen to any lonely, 
unhappy boy in an unsympathetic world, but 
some of these are described with an unneces- 
sary frankness, using the same old words that 
are so frequently found in modern novels. 

“AH this kind of realism is a little. tire- 
some.” 


Public and Private Government 

Charles Edward Merriam - Vale, $1.75 
Francis Downing in Commonweal: “. 
originally a series of lectures given at Indiana 
University—seem to be simple, elementary, 
agreed upon truth. 

“  . . although he writes at some length 
about the relations between public and private 
power; about organization, its economics and 
its anthropology; he is nowhere concerned 
with the ways in which Americans must or 
can effectively organize themselves as a great 
center of resistance against this hungry, des- 
perate bid for power.” 


Red Roses for Me 

Sean O’Casey Mac, $2.00 
Sign: “Its importance as a philosophical study 
is considerably less than its worth as a drama. 
O’Casey has an instinct for the theater and a 
pen that can be excitingly facile; he does not 
possess the spiritual understanding to match his 
eloquence and passion.” 


The Return 
Margaret Rhodes Peattie Morrow, $2.00 


Depicts fighting men’s return. Profanity. 


Road to Teheran 

Foster R. Dulles PU, $2.50 
The author teaches at Ohio State U. His story 
of U. S.-Russian relations is factual yet read- 
able and apparently non-partisan. 


Mr. Roosevelt . 

Compton Mackenzie Dutton, $3.75 
America: “. . . ostensibly the wholehearted 
tribute of an English Catholic man of letters 
to one who, he believes, has a ‘much’ clearer 
grasp of the world as a whole than any other 
statesman now in power.’ The book was writ- 
ten primarily for British readers . . . bio- 

graphical only in a limited sense . . . the 
author refrains from discussing Mr. Roose- 
velt’s actions after 1932. 

“The Fourth Term is never mentioned. But 
the concluding’ chapter might well have been 
written by Charlie Michaelson’s successor.” 
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The Republic 

Charles A. Beard Viking, $3.00 
P. K. in The Catholic World: “Various Catho- 
lics with whom this reviewer has discussed 
the book have been completely in agreement 
with Dr. Beard . . . the author has subjected 
the Constitution to an almost microscopic 
examination, and has nevertheless produced a 
very remarkable volume... . 

“. ,. . the book has a fundamental weak- 
ness, in that the author refuses to state, as 
the Declaration of Independence states, that 
men ‘are endowed by their Creator with cer- 
tain inalienable rights,’ etc., ‘that among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.’ 
Instead . . . the author avows, ‘All human 
rights rest on the moral standards of the com- 
munity and the nation—on habits, sentiments, 
and practices favorable to the expression and 
enjoyment of such rights., But as such habits, 
sentiments, and practices change, concepts of 
natural rights also change.’ 

“Although the author does not admit it, 
there is nothing that the majority may not 
do, as he accepts and interprets the Constitu- 
tion. . . . If we are willing to accept it, 
then Hitler was right... .” 


Searchlight on Peace Plans 

Wynner & Llyod Dutton, $5.00 
America: “This book may be recommended as 
a quick reference work for names, dates and 
general information. Its value for a thorough- 
going study of the problems of peace is ques- 
tionable. . . . It may also serve as an exhibit 
to illustrate the perennial efforts of mankind 
to avoid the dangers of lambs lying down 
with lions.” 


The Seas of God 
Ed. by W. Burnett Lipp., $3.00 
Dominicana: “These stories . . . evidence in- 


genuity ... yet they are futile. 
“This book, however, is not trivial . . . it is 
real, vital, ‘but évil. 
“Embracing all opinions, it professes no 
thesis, yet it stands as a many-headed monster 
. in the levelling process of materialism.” 


Nuntius Aulae: “. . . some of the most blas- 


phemous paragraphs that have been produced 
in the last century . . . another testimony that 
belief itself is dead in modern literature... .” 


- The Seas Stand Watch 
Helen Parker Mudgett Knopf, $2.75 
Riley Hughes in America: “. .-. a novel with 


many authentic-seeming passages concerning 
New England trading in the days of sailing 
ships .. . rousing... . 
“... more than a recapitulation of an era. 
. . . Its protagonist is the business-centered 
American male of all periods . . . a man de- 
voted to the amassing of money and to be- 
coming skilled in trade . . . to the exclusion 
. of being an understanding son or a 


| deveted husband. 


“... this novel is cleaner than much in the 
run of current adult fare. But the. super- 
structure is absurd.” 


Seed of the Puritan 
Elisabeth Kaup 


Dull—Sordid—over-spiced. 


Dial, $2.75 


Shark’s Fins and Millet — 

Ilona Ralf Sues Little, $3.00 
Catholic World: “. . . impressions of China 
during the turbulent years 1936-38 . . . three 
distinct parts . . . investigation of the opium 
traffic . . . attempt to reform the publicity 
department of the Kuomingtang government 
. . . trip to the Northwest provinces to meet 
the Communist leaders of the valiant Eighth 
Route Army. ~* 

“. .. Viewpoint is fresh and... ‘pulls no 
punches’,” 


The Shield of Achilles 

Horace Gregory Harcourt, $2.50 
Commonweal: “. . . little volume of rather 
scattered essays . . . deals exclusively with 
modern and romantic poetry, and that in no 


very comprehensive manner.” 


The Signpost 

E. Arnot Robertson Mac., $2.50 
Catholic World: “Literary pagans will be con- 
soled by the author’s placid indifference to 
old conventions of sexual morality—although 
the more advanced members of this group 
may be disposed to chide her for her fastidi- 
ous avoidance of obscenity . . . a high per- 
centage of readers will find the action too 
slow-moving and much of the detail too hard 
to understand.” 


Small Town Tyrant 

Heinrich Mann Creative, $2.50 
America: “. .. brief novel . . . judged by its 
own standards, it is an excellent and well 
wrought work. For most adults, though it is 
morbidly overconcerned with sexual aberra- 
tion, it would probably not prove harmful, 
since there is no actual obscenity and certainly 
no attempt to paint evil in an attractive light.” 


Smuts, Jan 

F. S. Crafford DD, $3.50 
Catholic World: “. . . the first biography of 
Smuts by an Afrikaans-speaking South African 
. . . the author undertakes to create a full 
length, honest portrait of his subject; and he 
shows himself to be no blind worshiper, but 
distributes praise and blame according to his 
own convictions, disclosing certain serious de- 
fects in the character of his much debated 
hero....” 


Stand on a Rainbow 

Mary Quayle Innis DSP, $2.50 
Mary Quayle Innis has an understanding of 
any sympathy for the comic and tragic little 
human drama of every day life. Her descrip- 
tive power makes the story throb with the 
freshness and pleasantness of Seventeenth 
Summer (by Maureen Daly, $2.50). 

—Joun ABBICK, 
St. Mary’s College, Kansas 


The Sword of Fate 

Dennis Wheatley Mac, June 20, 1944, $2.50 
This first-person spy story is melodramatic 
beyond reasonable belief. The language. and 


situations are restrained but the author mani- « 


fests a complete disdain for anything so 
commonplace as moral principles, His “word 
of honour was secondary” to his love interest 
—“I hadn’t the faintest intention of keeping 


my parole”’—etc. 

Except for its extreme exaggeration it car. 
ries considerable suspense, much after-the-fact 
recital of strategy in the Greek campaign, and 
should not harm any intelligent person who 
has any liking for impossible braggadocio. 


Tell the Folks Back Home 

U.S. Senator James M. Mead May 8, '44, A-C, $3.00 
Catholic Senator from N. Y., one of the five 
who visited all war theaters on a recent globe- 
girdling trek—President’s personal emissary— 
famous story-teller. 
America: “The book proves that as a prudent 
politician the Senator is superb. . . . If a New 
Yorker met on the journey is not mentioned 
in the volume, he can rest assured it was by 
oversight, If a New York regiment in that 
immense area went unvisited, certainly it was 
not the Senator’s fault. 

“Among the multitude of similar books cir- 
culating today, the Senator’s volume will not 
suffer by comparison.” 


Thirty Years With Christ 
Rosalie Levy R ML, $2.00 
Autebiography of a lay apostle—convert from 
Judaism—worker in the Catholic 


Guild of Israel. 
The Thrill of Tradition 
James Moffatt Mac, $2.00 
Dominicana: “. ... a scurrilous attack on the 


Catholic Church, her teachings and her hier- 
archy.... 

“The author is, without doubt, an excellent 
rhetorician, and a master of innuendo and 
equivocation.” 


Through Japanese Barbed Wire 

Gwen Priestwood A-C, $2.00 
America: “Deciding that death was better than 
slow starvation in a foul concentration camp 
at Hongkong, she dared to attempt an escape 
. .. her adventures exciting and perilous... 
showed a dauntless spirit. . . . Of interest to 
Catholics is her account of the Maryknoll 
Fathers.” . 


Triumph of Treason 

Pierre Cot Z-D, $3.50 

Bitter Explanation of French Downfall— 

By a Radical-Socialist 

Paul Kiniery in America: “Although Yves 
Simon, in The March to Liberation, and Fran- 
cis Martel, in Petain: Verdun to Vichy, have 
attempted, as have other writers, to explain 
the downfall of France in June, 1940, no 
other writer to date has presented an account 
comparable to that prepared by Pierre Cot. 
. . . A Radical-Socialist, he has written ... 
in an effort to convince the world that the 
Popular-Front government ... was in no way 
responsible for the evils that have befallen 
France. 

“. .. displays his hatred of Fascism . . « 
admits that many others. hated Communism 
with the same fervor . . . believes . . . that 
those who feared Communism made it impos 
sible for France to make a binding military 
agreement with Russia in 1937; this .. . led 
to the agreement between Russia and Ger- 
many; that pact left Hitler free to fight a one-— 
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lowed as a matter of course. 

“His principles are those of the French 
Revolution. . . . Although it is a bitterly writ- 
ten book, it must be given due consideration.” 


Time for Each Other , 
Margaret Lee Runbeck AC, June, 1944, $2.00 
The author in Our Miss Boo established a 
reputation for unconscious wit. Miss Boo, 
then four, is now eight. Her father is off at 
war. “Lilliam’s” Joseph is at war. The house- 
hold is changed and Miss Boo has a part in 
everything. You'll enjoy her precocity. 


Tom Bone 
Charles B. Judah Morrow, $3.00 
Chicago Tribune: “Tom Bone, Plymouth 


dockside waif, has seen his father murdered in 
cold blood by Edward Cousin’s orders, and 
his sister a suicide by reason of the sadistic 
lewdness Cousin mingled with his Cromwellian 
piety. 

“. .. there is simply too much of Tom 
Bone. Half his 497 pages and fewer episodes 
would have made a better book. . . . Careless 
blood-letting and careless amours have their 
charms, no doubt, but they pall with much 
repetition.” 


Transit 

Anna Seghers Little, $2.50 
Commonweal: “The refugees waited in Mar- 
seilles. . .. 

“  . . this novel of Anna Seghers which 
describes some of them with, one supposes, a 
certain accuracy is not filled with dramatic, or 
fine, or even particularly interesting characters. 

“Yet in the creation of this dense, stifling 
atmosphere of futility and defeat lies the 
author’s succes.” 


John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “... in many 
senses an apalling book. The immature and 
the sensitive should avoid... .” 


(Miss Seghers is author of The Seventh Cross.) 


The Uses of Reason 
Arthur E. Murphy Mac, Nov., ’43, $3.00 


Somewhat illogical, but a contribution—MSO 


Modern Schoolman: “Those who value glimpses 
of the philosophic habit at work ‘in the pres- 
ent tense’ will draw profit and illumination 
from this book. . . . the calm and persuasive 
voice of reason has great need of the ability 
and eloquence of a champion such as Dr. 
Murphy. . . . the argumentation . . . is close 
and demanding. 

“Dr, Murphy’s profound distrust of literary, 
philosophical, or theological ‘loose talk’ here 
makes an effective plea for the worth of the 
discipline of philosophy. The vexing relations 
of reason and religion are the subject of a last 
chapter. 

“Despite the many excellences of this book 

. it will be liable to grave charges... . 
Friends of reason as well as its enemies will 
Sharply question whether in attempting to 
take up a position three-quarters way between 
absolutism and relativism Professor Murphy 
has not himself cut the deep roots of his ar- 
gument for the validity of the uses of theoreti- 
cal and practical reason. 

“However, . . . it a worthy contribution to 
modern American philosophy.” 


Victory Without Peace 
Burlingame and Stevens Harcourt, $2.75 


N. Y. Herald-Tribune: “.. . the tragedy of 


twenty-five years ago, when the chance to — 


establish a durable peace was engulfed in 
the quicksands of partisan wrangling. How 


did it happen? ... 
“B. and S. have made an attempt to 
answer , . . frankly fictionalized . . . open 


to all the objections brought against that 
form. The authors report, within quotation 


marks, conversations they cannot have heard, - 


and do not hesitate to set down not merely 
what men said, but what they thought . .. 
a dangerous method... . 

“. , . admits Wilson’s mental and moral 
rigidity . . . that he blundered in calling for 
a Democratic Congress in 1918 and in appeal- 
ing to the Italian people over the heads of 
their government. 

“The power of the book really is not based 
on its treatment of the man but on its recog- 
nition of his failure, no matter what its cause, 
as a tragedy of incalculable dimensions.” 


Commonweal: “. . . a sound book... . 
The authors take you all over Europe, from 
one capital to another and you hear what tthe 
peoples of Europe were saying about the war 
and what the hopes were that they placed in 
the peace.” 


The Way Our People Lived 
W. E. Woodward 


Satisfactory to All. 
Commonweal: “From 1652 to 1908 the au- 
thor has reconstructed forty-two imaginary 
scenes, one from each generation or so, illus- 
trating the life of the common people, chiefly 

. . along our Eastern seaboard. 
“Thus one is reminded of the way our an- 
cestors lived their daily lives.” 


Dutton, $3.95 


A Well Full of Leaves 

Elizabeth Myers Morrow, $2.50 
Commonweal: “.. . short novel comes to 
America with the recommendations of more 
than a half dozen British critics. I must con- 
fess that I can’t imagine why. . . . The only 
thing to be said in favor of ‘A Well Full of 
Leaves’ is that its author really does know 
how to use the English language freshly— 
though occasionally it is a trifle too fresh, and 


could do with a bit of aging.” 
A Walk in the Sun 
Brown Knopf, June, 1944, $2.00 


Novel—ltalian invasion—Excessive profanity. 


War and Children 

Freud & Burlingham 1.U.P., $2.00 
Catholic World: “.-. . full of interest and lies 
well within the scope of layman as well as 
technician. Part I is based on case-history 
notes which, in Part I, the authors explain 
and illustrate from specific experiences.” - 


What Russia Wants 
Joachim Joesten Duell, $2.50 
The Sign: “.. . holds that there is nothing 


enigmatic about Russia’s foreign policy or war 
aims: Russia will demand all the territory she 
had up to 1941 . . . a hands-off policy in the 
Balkans and a friendly Germany. 

“The Soviet wants security and peace, but 
not at the expense of sacrificing any objectives. 


“. , . Joesten assures us he is striving to 
be objective—there is little dowbt that in every 
consideration he favors the case Russia builds 
up. . . . He rebukes Catholics for being sus- 
picious of Russia and accuses the N.C.W.C. 
of constantly arousing them against the Soviet. 

“. , . there is much information. . . . The 
author’s conclusions are another thing again. 
He does a service in showing there is no 
clear dividing line between black and white 
in this war.” 


Who Shall Be Educated? 

Wagner, Havighurst and Loeb Harper, $2.50 
America: “...a factual study of the challenge 
of unequal opportunities in education in the 
United States. The co-authors, taking three 
typical American towns from various sections 
of the country, have boldly presented the hard 
facts that will once and for all demolish the 
myth—long recognized as such by most of the 
leading educators, but not by the American 
public at large—of equality of educational op- 
portunity.” 


Yankee from Olympus 

Catherine Drinker Bowen April 1944, A L B, $3.00 
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes and his family. 
Book-of-the-Month Club selection for May. 
Highly authentic effort to portray “the great 
dissenter” in human rather than legalistic 
terms.” 


Commonweal: “. . . written with zest and 
with a nice feeling for what will hold a read- 
er’s attention. 

“. .. @ very real achievement in its ex- 
planation of Mr. Holmes’s relation to the de- 
velopment of American law. 

“Almost single-handed he transformed the 
legalism which had previously held universal 
sway in American jurisprudence into a far 
more flexible social instrument, the function of 
which was in the last analysis to interpret the 
will of society.” 


John Francis Moroney in The Tidings, Los 
Angeles: “Mrs. Bowen has accomplished the 
none too easy task of evaluating for the lay- 
man the legal and judicial career of Justice 
Holmes and his unique position in the history 
of American law. 

“No small part of the charm of: this book 
lies in the place which the author has given to 
Fanny Dixwell Holmes, whom Holmes married 
in 1872. 

“You will enjoy this book immensely.” 


John C. Ford, Prof. of Moral Theology at 
Weston College, in America: “. . . the book 
ws recommended to everyone interested in 
Holmes, or in the law, or in the American 
scene of the last century. It tells a fascinating 
story and tells it extremely well.” 


The White Brigade 

Robert Goffin DD, $2.00 
America: “. . . historicity and documentation 
for every fact that is unfolded . . . a cross- 
section of the widespread sabotage, the murder 


of German officials and Rexist quislings, the _ 


rescue of Allied airmen and derelicts of Dun- 
kirk.” ; 
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Monroe 
The Signpost 
E. Arnot Robertson 1944, Mac., $2.50 
Reviewed by N. Elizabeth Monroe, Edi- 
tor of our “Creative Reading” Column. 
The Signpost is the story of a young 
RAF pilot, who, tortured by fear and 


very bitter about the war, is returning 


on sick leave to the little Donegal vil- 
lage of Kildooey. Here he lives on the 
edge of an abandoned quarry with a 
Frenchwoman he has met on the boat, 
and, by some mysterious process not 
explained to the reader; is cured of 
his fear. 

The story is silly, offensive in its 
attitude toward sex, full of so-called 
enlightened talk about Ireland, the war, 
and the world at large, and snobbish in 
its point of view. The Irish, according 
to Miss Robertson, are the most charm- 
ing people in the world and—after the 
Germans—the most ruthless; they are 
dominated by fanatical priests who al- 
ternate between hatred of sex, especially 
this pure babes-in-the-wood kind Miss 
Robertson is demonstrating, and the 
lust for power. Father Keith is taken 
down a peg or two by the aviator— 
that is one good thing accomplished for 
Ireland, which, after all, is a beautiful 
country with a great many quaint, if 
somewhat ignorant, people in it. 

The book is well written, but marred 
by excessive talk and the over-serious- 
ness of a reforming mind. The blurb 
calls Miss Robertson’s novels witty and 
tart—certainly that does not apply to 
this one, for who, at this moment, 
could think he was saving Ireland and 
the world by living in sin, as the ig- 
norant Irish express it, and preaching 
about it? 

w * * 


The Dove 


The Dove Flies South 

James A. Hyland Brucé, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister Mary Virgina, B.V.M., 

The Immaculata High School, Chicago 

“Put all negroes in one corner of each state; 
let them work out their own form of govern- 
ment, culture and society. Rid the whites of 
them-——once and for all !” 

That was George Woodward’s platform; 
George Woodward, lawyer, plantation owner, 
a gambler constantly on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy, proud landlord of his family estate, 
Woodmere. 

How a scientific experiment transformed him 
from the intolerant, merciless Simon Legree of 
Ferryville, Aransas, by forcing him to live 
among the hated Negroes as one of them, 





bearing their burdens and their wrongs, is re- 
vealed in James Hyland’s The Dove Flies 
South. 

An editorial in the New York World Tele- 
gram (Jan. 31, 1941) discussing a newly-dis- 
covered chemical, the injection of which had 
caused the skin of negroes to turn white is 
thought to have inspired the theme, though in 
this novel the process is reversed, and Wood- 
ward, the hero, is subjected to an experiment 
by which he is made black for a time. The 
story of Woodward’s adjustment to his 
changed status is a moving one. The cruelties 
and injustices practiced by the whites upon 
their black brothers are seen through the eyes 
of one who had formerly scorned the Negro, 
but who through bitter suffering has come to 
realize that God is his Father and that all men 
are his brothers. 

James Hyland hasn’t done much for his 
heroine. Evelyn is a wholly unattractive per- 
sonality from start to finish. 

The dialogue is a little forced at times. 
While this novel will probably not be classed 
as literature of the highest quality, the plot is 
so unusual and the theme so closely connected 
with one of the most important social prob- 
lems of our day that the book will undoubt- 
edly attract wide interest. 


* * * 


Small Town Boy 


High Noon 
C. P. Lee 

Comment by Dorothy Posey 
Despite the fact that this is his second book, 
and that the author does to a certain extent 
see beneath the surface of things, he hasn’t 
quite decided what his reactions are, his philos- 
ophy of life is still in the formative stage and 
his writing reflects his indecision. 

The book appears to be autobiographical. 
The hero, a small-town boy, wants to get 
away; the villain is the town, which gets him 
in ‘the end. 

When we first meet the principal character 
he is a little boy trying to decide what he 
will be when he grows up. As the years pass, 
he still has no particular talents, no definite 
ambition other than to get away and to “be 
somebody.” Going away to college, he becomes 
aware of a whole new world of ideas, of mu- 
sic, of art, and books. Contrasted to this is the 
life that goes on its even pace back home. His 
father and mother are aware of their own frus- 
tration and stagnation, but the prevailing dull- 
ness and mediocrity are too much for them; 
they are too bound by mental and spiritual 
inertia to change. 

After graduation, the son decides against 
marriage with a complacent home-town girl; 
he wants no ties which would limit his direc- 
tion. Then, rather suddenly, the reader is 
asked to believe that the boy has undergone a 
change. We are already aware that he was not 
exactly a world-beater but we are definitely 
unprepared for his complete reversal. The 
father dies suddenly, the son relinquishes the 
proffered teaching fellowship at a university 
and settles down into a typical small-town 
business man, He goes on with his father’s 
real-estate business, joins thé local Rotary 
Club, plans marriage and is seemingly happy. 


Mac, $2.50 


St. Joan of Are 


The Perfect Reference 
Saving Angel 


T. Lawrason Riggs Bruce 
By Contributing Editor 
Riley Hughes 
This latest of many books about Saint 


Joan cuts across controversy and pre- - 


sents briefly and with shining clarity 
the truth about the Saint’s original trial 
and later vindication. The late Father 
Riggs subtitled his book “The Truth 
About Joan of Arc and the Church”; 
his work hews undeviatingly to that 
single line of investigation. Saving Angel 
does not pretend to be a full-dress biog- 
raphy; it is rather a ringing denial of 
the author’s rhetorical question: “Must 
the Church accept Bernard Shaw’s pat- 
ronizing congratulations for having 
canonized in 1920 an ultra-Protestant 
martyr whom she had burned in 1431?” 

Saving Angel examines the legal docu- 
mentation of both trial and rehabilita- 
tion to prove that Joan was not a 
heretic, that she never once separated 
herself from the Church’s doctrinal or 
disciplinary authority, that her con- 
demnation by Bishop Cauchon was a 
farce—a juridical murder dictated by 
an English army of occupation. Thus, 
the Church did not reverse herself on 
Joan; Father Riggs turns Shaw’s witty 
irrelevance upon its author by pointing 
out that if the Maid was a “Protestant” 
so was the Grand Inquisitor whose in- 
vestigation vindicated her and so were 
Popes Calixtus III and Benedict XV! 
This book, too specialized perhaps for 
the reader of mildly general interests, 
should long remain the perfect refer- 
ence tool in English on a subject which 
will doubtless engage the minds and 
imaginations of men for centuries to 
come. 

One cannot leave this brilliant work 
of sound scholarship without a word 
about its author. Father Riggs was for 
many years Catholic chaplain at Yale; 
his work and devotion resulted in the 
beautiful St. Thomas More Chapel 
there. Father Riggs’ spiritual and in- 
tellectual leadership, his fine apprecia- 
tion and careful collections of art, his 
splendid library (catholic enough to 
contain many shelves of bound volumes 
of Punch) all reflected a vigorous and 
varied personality. Saving Amgel, the 
product of many years of thought amid 
busy pastoral activity, fittingly crowns 
the work of a generous life. 
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Advice on Marriage 


31 
Life Together 
Wingfield Hope S W, $2.50 


Books on marriage treat of it in a vari- 
ety of ways; some of them have such a 
sublime and other-worldly outlook that 
only a saint would dare marry, and 
saints as a rule do not marry; others 
have such a natural and worldly out- 
look that they reach the pinnacle of 
their doctrine when they tell a husband 
not to forget his wife’s birthday. Wing- 
field Hope in Life Together has reached 
some sort of medium view. While she 
does not set down ten simple rules for 
married happiness neither does she 
treat of married love as if it belonged 
to mystic contemplatives. She tries to 
give the pattern for real Catholic mar- 
ried happiness. 

Anyone who has had any dealings 
with married people knows that all the 
unhappy marriages do not end in the 
divorce courts and that many so-called 
happy marriages could be much hap- 
pier. The author contends, and rightly 
so, in the first section of the book that 
too many people today; good people 
who are trying to live up to God’s 
laws, are unhappy because they do not 
understand the complete pattern God 
has in mind for married life. 


Very Good Section 

In the second parts she treats briefly 
of marriage vows, obedience, modesty, 
etc., and in the third part of the book 
she gives the sane Catholic outlook on 
the subject of sex. This is a very fine 
section and should be read by many 
parents who think that they are doing 
their children a favor by keeping them 
in ignorance about these matters. 

This may be a book for young starry- 
eyed couples, although I doubt if any 
book will do some of them any good. 
They are always so positive that their 
marriage is going to be- one perpetual 
honeymoon. However, it should aid 
those who have had their first real spat 
and are trying to readjust their lives to 
living together and it should be a great 
help to that great army of serious 
young people who are trying to prepare 
themselves seriously for the wonderful 
job of marriage. 


Could Be Extended 


In all fairness I must say that this 
book is not without faults. At times 
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the author is a little vague about just 
what is God’s pattern. In other spots 
she is a bit verbose. However the great- 
est weakness is her omission of any- 
thing like a complete consideration of 
the part children play in making life 
happy AFTER they have been born. 
She studies the effects of Adam’s fall, of 
a wrong outlook on sex, and of other 
things on married happiness and she 
tries to give the remedy, but she does 
not look into the question of what a 
wrong outlook on children is doing to 
the married happiness of many, many 
people. She tries to give God’s pattern 
for marriage but she seems to concen- 
trate too much on the secondary aspects 
of that pattern, namely mutual help 


and development, and not enough on 


the primary aspect, namely the beget- 
ting and rearing of children in a Chris- 
tian manner. —_w. J. 


x Ww 


SINARQUISM 


Booxs ON TRIAL has tried to limit 
its comments to matters pertaining to 
books. A discussion of the movement in 
Mexico known as Sinarquism might 
therefore seem to be outside of our 
sphere. 

Because of the interest, however, 
in Latin-American problems, numerous 
references are made in various books 
to this little-understood movement, and 
instead of repeating the statement each 
time a particular book is under discus- 
sion we are mentioning here that we 
have seen no evidence to indicate that 
the aims of Simarquism are other than 
truly Christian, or that its policies are 
anything other than peaceful and non- 
political. 

In the way of indirect evidence that 
the movement is motivated by a Chris- 
tian spirit we have only to examine the 
character of the criticism — perhaps 
“sniping” would be a better term — 
offered by the press and in numerous 
books. The attack would seem in all 
cases to have originated in atheistic, 
“liberal” or left=wing quarters. There- 
after, they are repeated, or referred to, 
as evidence, although no evidence has 
een produced. 

Would-be authorities, with nothing 
to indicate that they have any right 
to be regarded as either competent or 
reliable, are generally following one of 
two “lines.” They attempt to damn 
Sinarquism by branding it as “fascist,” 


or by making the unsubstantiated 
charge that it is a branch of the Axis 
secret army—in spite of its outspoken 
condemnation of dictatorships and the 
violation of the natural rights of man. 

Sinarquism, however, does in its plat- 
form condemn also class warfare, and 
reject all alien flags, for which reason 
it would be a natural target for those 
promoting class warfare and revolution. 
It would also be anathema to those 
anxious to support in any form the 
“war against God.” 

It seems to us that if the so-called 
liberals were honest in their intentions, 
and were not “playing along” with the 
forces intent on the destruction of all 
liberty, civil or religious, they would 
rally on behalf of a movement that is 
teaching the poorer classes how to read 
and write—and even to bathe—how to 
improve agricultural methods and to 
dwell together in Christian harmony. 

Particularly should this be true when 
such self-styled protectors of the rights 
of the submerged elements find that 
the Sinarquists are for the most part 
the poor and uneducated — the classes 
most in need of help. 

What the outcome may be, no one 
knows, but it would seem that so long - 
as there is any attempt to follow Chris- 
tian principles, the efforts of the anti- 
God forces in the U. S., under what- 
ever name, will be united in traducing 
the movement. 


bs ” P 


Economies 


A Time Is Born 
Garet Garrett Pan, $2.50 
Very good—economic discussion. 
Rec. 


The author’s long experience in writing 
about economic subjects entitles him to 
a hearing. He differs with superficial 
“experts” who blame economic prob- 
lems exclusively for wars. He thinks 
that nations may be freed from the 
belief that they must cut each others’ 
throats over trade. 

He thinks nations may solve the 
problems of economic necessity, thus 
eliminating this cause of war. 

His feeling that machines are the 
solution does not seem to take into 
account the ethics of the men who 
control the machines. He needs to read 
and digest A World to Reconstruct— 
nevertheless, his own book deserves con- 
sideration. 


us 
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JUVENILES 


It’s a little early to begin counting 
the days until Christmas, but anyone 
wanting children’s books this year will 
be wise to do their shopping not later 
than September. 

The shortage of toys, games, etc., for 
the younger people, together with an 
improvement in the quality of the 
books, has resulted in a greater demand 
for children’s books than the publishers 
can supply. A great many dealers will 
not be allotted more than 25%. On one 
order for Christmas books which we 
placed in January, we were advised by 
the publisher that he was so far behind 
there was no hope of filling the order, 
and consequently it was not even be- 
ing entered. Already at this time pub- 
lishers are millions of copies behind in 
delivery. 

x * * 
American Warplanes 

Elizabeth Mallett Conger Holt, $2.00 
Los Angeles Tidings: “. .. what the average 
American boy wants to know about the var- 
ious army and navy planes and the men who 


fly them. It recounts a few of the famous air 
battles in the present war... .” 


_ The Art of Illusion 


John Mutholland Scribner, $2.00 
Magic never fails to interest and entrance both 
old and young. In this book an outstanding 
magician explains various feats that are not 
difficult to learn. 


Eisenhower: Man and Soldier 

Francis Trevelyan Miller Winston, $2.00 
Chicago Tribune: “... this 278 page biogra- 
phy . . . must find a prominent place in every 
library dealing with the war... . offers hun- 
dreds of revealing insights into a personality 
that will be known to history.” 


Fannie Farmer Junior Cook Book 
Illustrated LB, Teen Age Girls, $1.75 


Highly Attractive—Recommended. 


Gloucester Joe 
Alan Crane Nelson, Intermediate Grades, $2.00 


Profusely illustrated in Color—Recommended. 


A boy from the ‘interior visits a fishing city 
and learns a great deal about the sea and its 
products. 


Knight of the North 

Capt. William Campbell Bruce, $1.75 
Virginia L. Sullivan in Rochester Courier: 
“.. primarily an adventure story . . . for 
those people who are not timid about visualiz- 
ing guns at work, long hikes across barren 
country, meals rationed to one a day. Perhaps, 
in the past this would have been called a 
‘man’s book.’ But men have no monopoly on 
good entertainment; and it is probably safe to 
say that almost as many women as men will 
enjoy this story.” 


+: Fredric Doyle 
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Marconi 
Douglas Coe Messner, $2.50 
Baston Pilot: “... to the young fellows who 


enjoy experimenting with electric games and 
dabbling in science . . . most welcome .. . 
brimful of: interest with illustrations and 
diagrams of scientific nature; yet easily trans- 
lated for the young reader. 

“ ,. the story of the boy Marconi, whose 
mother believed in the genius of her son but 
whose father had little patience with his 
seeming day dreams. 

“. . . a valuable volume for the boy’s 
bookshelf.” 

* * * 


Morgan’s Raiders 


The White Feather 
M. P. Allen Aug. 16, 1944, Long., $2.00 


Very good story of a 17-year-old 
member of Morgan’s Raiders. 
When our Civil War broke out Beau 
Craigen was a boy of 17 in the moun- 
tains of Kentucky. His mother, a South- 
erner, had just died. His grandfather 
tried to browbeat him into joining the 
“Federals” — presenting him with a 
white feather when he refused. Beau set 
out to find his mother’s folks in Georgia, 
but met John Morgan and became one 
of his band. He carried the white 
feather as a symbol of his determination 

never to merit it. 

This story of his many adventures 
will entrance lower teen-age boys, and 
older ones will also enjoy it. 


* * * 


Northwest of the World 

Olaf Swenson Dodd, $3.00 
America: “Forty years of fur trading in the 
Arctic has been the career of Olaf Swenson. 
He tells of his exciting and unusual experiences 
in his book . . . that men and boys of all ages 
will like.” 
A Shady Hobby 
- Jean Frances Bennctt Bruce, $2.00 
The Torch: “The art of cutting silhouettes . . . 
a friendly volume, written in easy and de- 
lightful style . . . from an artist who is well 
qualified to tell of the wonders that await a 
pair of scissors, a bottle of paste and amateur 
hands eager to capture beauty in paper.” 


Smoky Ridge 

Longmans, $2.25 
Those who love stories of animal life will 
enjoy this account of the beauties and trag- 
edies of various wild creatures. 


Submarine 
Kendall Banning Random, $1.00 
Los Angeles Tidings: “.. . presents a vivi 


picture of the submarine in action . . . de- 
scribes the modern submarine and tells how 
men are selected and trained for submarine 
duty . . . official approval of the United States 
Navy. The illustrations are numerous, some in 
Ae ed 





Susie Stuart , 
Caroline Chandler, M.D. 
DM, Girls—Upper Teen Age, $2.00 
Satisfactory. 


Sub-titled Home Front Doctor, this is a slangy 
story for girls interested -in some branch of 
medical work. 


Two Children and their Jungle Zoo 

Rose Brown Lipp., April, 44 10-12, $2.00 

Exploring on the Amazon—Fair, 

Joa and Tatu of Rio de Janeiro travelled sev- 
eral hundred miles up the Amazon River with 
their parents and learned a lot about the jungle 
and its inhabitants while their father collected 
agricultural reports for the Brazilian govern- 
ment. 


The Tall Book of Nursery Tales 

Ill. by Rojankovsky March ’44, Harper, 120 pp., $1.00 
Tall Mother Goose was a great hit last year. 
This book is in every way better. We doubt if 
the supply, will be adequate and have already 
ordered our full allotment for the year. 


They Came from France 
Clara Judson H M, Lower Teen Age, $2.00 
Recommended. 
A pleasing story of old New Orleans, very well 
printed and illustrated. 


This Is Kate 

Margaret Hard Holt, $2.50 
Memoirs of a Protestant girl in a Catholic 
Canadian boarding-school. High school read- 
ers will probably enjoy the detailed account of 
school life, not minding the fact that the story 
is loosely put together. On the whole, Kate's 
outside friends are more inspiring than any of 
the Convent school acquaintances. 


Commonweal: “...a story for demure little 
girls to listen of an evening before an open 
fireplace. . . . They should be about Kate’s 
age—twelve to thirteen . . . would have been 
a better book and a more charming book had 
it, before publication, been carefully read by 
someone intimately acquainted with the back- 
ground with which the author deals. 

“. , . then we should have had a book to 
recommend, .. .” 


White Smoke Over the Vatican 

Don Sharkey Bruce, $2.00 
The author’s attempt has been to present a 
popular story. There is great interest in the 
Vatican today. This book not only describes 
the buildings and grounds but also the organ- 
ization, administration and history—tells about 
the duties of the Pope—election procedures— 
relations with the Fascist party in Italy and 
many other interesting details. 

A special effort has been made to keep the 
book within high school range. 


Moral and Social Questions 
Alex. Wyse, O.F.M. 


Rec. to HS and Study Clubs. 
This simple treatise of a popular apologetic 


nature should be very helpful in guiding ff 


youthful readers. 










SAG, $1.00 — 
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SPIRITUAL. 


The Christ, The Son of God 

Abbe Constant Fouard Longmans, May, ’44, $2.00 
Although numerous other books have been 
published, this life of Christ has never been 
supplanted since it was originally copyrighted 
more than fifty years ago. The two-volume 
work is still available at $4.50. This new edi- 
tion is an abridgment of the previous one- 
volume book. Notes are less extensive and 
bibliography and appendices have been omitted, 

The original introduction by Cardinal Man- 
ning is included. 

The type is rather small—346 pages—the 
translation is from the fifth edition. An un- 
usually good value at $2.00. 


Christian Behaviour 

C. S. Lewis Mac, $1.00 
Dominicana: “While C. S. Lewis’ eminently 
justified fame is at its crest, it might be well to 
recall his earlier ‘allegorical apology for Chris- 
tianity, Reason and Romanticism.’ In Pilgrim’s 
Regress are found the same lucid appraisal and 
trenchant statement of fact that mark his many 
currently popular works. To these is added an 
imaginative quality ornamented with scholar- 
ship, so that ‘by one fell swoop of the sword of 
the spirit he has completely decapitated the 
Cerberus of ancient and modern errors.” 


New York Times: “Every now and then in the 
English universities there arises some don or 
teacher who is so clear-headed and expresses 
himself so well that not only his own college or 
university but all England is eager to listen to 
him. It was so with Benjamin Jowett; it was 
so earlier with the man who subsequently 
became Cardinal Newman. 

“Clive Staples Lewis, fellow and tutor of 
Magdalen College, Oxford, is neither a Jowett 
nor a Newman. But the author of ‘the dae- 
monic Screwtape Letters! and the fantastic 
novel Perelandra? is not lacking in some of the 
gifts of those famous men.” 


1. Still going like wildfire—$1.50. 
2. Sequel to Out of the Silent Planet—$2.00. 


St. Dominic and His Work 

Pierre Mandonnet Herder, $5.00 
The Cantian: “This scholarly work evidently 
was not written with an eye on popular 
appeal. It is a book for serious students of 
ecclesiastical history, for advanced students of 
theology who want to deepen their knowledge 
of theological backgrounds, and for those who 
desire to know more about the history of the 
. Sreat Order of St. Dominic. For this class of 
‘Teaders this book needs no recommendation.” 


God Cares for You 

E.C. McEniry, O.P. C. B. Co., $3.00 
The Torch: “Louis of Grenada was a sixteenth 
century Spanish Dominican. . . . Preacher, 
theologian, court confessor and writer, he has 
often been acclaimed the Dante of the Spanish 
language . . . real contribution to our library 
of spiritual masters.” 


‘God’s Guests of Tomorrow 

L. M. Dooley Scapular, $1.75 
America: “.. . an exhortation to devotion to 
the Holy Souls . . . abounds in citations from 
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the Fathers and the great theologians of the 
Church.” 


My Father’s Will 

Francis J. McGarrigle Bruce, $2.75 
America: “He opens with an arresting exposi- 
tion of what God’s Will means and why it 
must be carried out. Step by step, he proceeds 
to a consideration, first, of active union with 
God’s Will, then of passive union. Convenient- 
ly short chapters and the absence of cold 
didacticism—both decided improvements over 
the older style of ascetical writing—make the 
hard sayings somewhat more palatable. 

“,, there is unmistakable evidence that the 
author has mastered his subject and is thor- 
oughly familiar with the dangers and difficul- 
ties involved. 

“Addressed to all classes . . . certain to 
place the author among our leading spiritual 
writers.” 


Origen, His Life at Alexandria 

Rene Cadiou Herder, $3.25 
The Cantian: “The reasons for the persistent 
interest in this remarkable man are quite un- 
derstandable . . . he was the outstanding rep- 
resentative of the famous school at Alexandria 
in Egypt. 

“It is not for the ordinary Catholic reader. 
It is a book to which only those who have 
made theology, philosophy, patristic study, or 
ecclesiastical history their specialty, will want 
to give their careful attention.” 


Paul of Tarsus 

Joseph Holzner Herder, $5.00 
The Cantian: “. . . a welcome contribution to 
that growing interest which Catholics are 
manifesting for the reading and understanding 
of the Sacred Scriptures . . . a delightful 
treatise . . . very informative, interesting, and 
easy to read.” 


A Primer of Homiletics 

Thomas H. Carney STC, $2.50 
America: “Practical hints and suggestions to 
help young priests and seminarians abound in 
this book.” 


The Reed of God 

Caryll Houselander S & W, $2.00 
Boston Pilot: “An author who made herself 
renowned through the appearance of her book, 
‘This War Is the Passion; has just brought 
out another volume which promises to attract 
as much interest in al] circles . . . the present 
book is based on Our Lady, with emphasis not 
on her position as the Mother of God, but 
rather considered from the point of an indi- 
vidual who lived to perfection the Christlike 
life.” 


T. E. Burke in Ave Maria: “The author... 
has endeavored to prove that it is Our Lady— 
and no other saint—whom we can really im- 
itate. . . . Mary is not only human; she is 
humanity itself. The one thing she did and 
does is the one thing we all have to do— 
bring Christ into the world. Christ must be 
born in every soul and formed in every life, 
and no saint can teach us this essential act as 
Mary, can because it was her life’s work. .. . 
The author writes with distinction and has 
profound insight into spiritual things.” 





Sufficient Wisdom 

Arthur MacGillivray B H, $2.00 
America: “The most attractive virtues of these 
poems are their clarity of thought and sim- 
plicity of expression. . . . They are not very 
remarkable for originality of concept or in- 
tensity of emotion, but they have an origi- 
nality peculiarly their own in the disciplined 
restraint from lyric flight where the theme 
allows it . ... the short lyrics, ‘My Hand Is 
Not Strong,’ ‘Song in Exile,’ ‘Death’ and 
‘Moment,’ are definitely admirable.” 


* bs * 


POETRY 


Around the Boree Log and Other Verses 

John O’ Brien Columban, $1.00 
Emmanuel: “Father Hartigan’s verse reflects 
the daily life of the Irish settlers in the Aus- 
tralian bush-country . . . there is . . . the lik 
of Irish laughter hidden beneath many a line. 
Sincerity, sanity, faith, humor, shine on every 
page...” 


Drink from the Rock 

Catholic Poetry Soc., $1.50 
Commonweal: “.. . a distinguished collection, 
chiefly of lyrics, but likewise including a num- 
ber of longer poems which could scarcely be 
so described. 

“. . . the excellent selection is made by a 
group of young people .. . it represents a 
certain diversity of taste... . 

“.. Helen C. White has written an intro- 
duction. 

“The Catholic Poetry Society is certainly to 
be congratulated... .” 


King of the Hill 

Sr. Mary Eugene, S.S.N.D. SAG, $1.50 
Fifty-four fine poems, ranging from children’s 
pieces to deep religious subjects. 


The Long Nights 

Joseph Joel Keith M &G, $2.00 
The Tidings, Los Angeles: “That Mr. Keith is 
a poet will not, I think, be questioned. He 
has the heart’s deep—deliberately I use his 
favorite word—the heart’s deep urgency, the 
seeking mind, and the sensitive awareness of 
ultimate values, all part of the poetical make- 


up. 

“Despite his imaginative appreciation, the 
facility of ‘his technique, and his musical. ear, 
however, I feel in this book something of 
hesitancy . . . it does not seem to me that he 
has quite found himself. 

“This is a book which will be enjoyed now, 
and which may one day be important as the 
early work of Joseph Joel Keith.” 


Our Lady’s Praise in Poetry 

Comp. by Brother Cyril Robert, F.M.S. Marist, $2.25 
Brother - Cyril Robert, specialist in Library 
Science, and now librarian and teacher at Sé. 
Agnes High School, New York City, spent 
more than ten years of research in compiling 
this anthology of some 300 poems on Our 
Blessed Lady by different authors. It deserves 
a place in every library and Catholic home. 


Streets in Nazareth 
Gerald M. C. Fitzgerald Kenedy, $1.50 


Deeply sensitive religious poetry. 
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Polish Patriotism 


G for Genevieve 

Lt. J. M. Herbert Roy, May, 1944, $2.50 

By BiLtt BELANGER 

It is refreshing to read a war book in 
‘which men don’t wait for crashing 
bombs to terrorize them into a belief in 
God. Here in G for Genevieve is no fox- 
hole religion but the faith born of belief 
and trust in God in spite of all. 

J. M. Herbert is the pseudonym of a 
well-known writer, who is also a flight 
lieutenant with a Polish unit of the 
R.A.F. Making no pretense that all the 
adventures he recounts happened to him 
he writes of his escape from doomed 
Poland into Romania, where supposed- 
ly he was to be interned. In Romania 
he makes some pointed observations 
concerning the poverty and backward- 
ness of the country. If his experiences 
in that country are a criterion, Leh- 
man’s UNRRA will have a war-sized 
job bringing that country up to our 
1910 standards of living. Yet Romania 
like other poverty-stricken nations 
found money for war when it could not 
feed its own starving people. 

The first half of the book deals with 
the writer’s experiences in Romania 
and then in France. From France he 
fled to England with Frenchmen who 
were disgusted with Dunkirk and 
Vichy. Coming down the gangplank at 
Liverpool he joined in the cry “Vive la 
France” and meant “Long Live the 
France—That Fights.” 

But mainly the book is valuable for 
the author’s tidbits of information. Men 
high in French treachery let Polish 
fliers go up in inferior aircraft when the 
best they had were to be burnt on the 
ground days later by the Germans. Es- 
caped Polish fliers fighting with French 
formations found themselves left un- 
defended in the midst of battles as 
though it were purely a Polish fight. 
All the while the French spread the 
propaganda that the Poles were not to 
be trusted. 

Snatches the author prints verbatim 
from notebooks he kept while the 
events were happening are better re- 
porting than the rest of the book. Each 
chapter reads independent of the rest of 
the work, valuable for atmosphere 
rather than as a unified picture of a 
battle or a part played in war. 

The second half of the book surpasses 
the first because it deals with his ex- 
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periences in flying; the writer is at his 
best when discussing the ruling passion 
of his life—Poland and planes. 

The intense spirit of nationalism that 
is so characteristic of Poles is evident 
throughout the book, which is an ex- 
tended impassioned plea for Poland’s 
preservation. He sums it up best in the 
words of a Polish pilot: 

“We'll fight against anyone who lifts 
his finger against Poland. If need be 
against the whole world, not only 
against the Germans. We demand one 
thing only: to be able to liberate those 
who are in Poland and later to be able 
always to defend them. There will be no 
more Polish cities crumbling in ruins 
under enemy bombs. No people to be 
deported or sent to concentration camps. 
We want only one thing, to remain in 
the Polish Air Force and make it pow- 
erful. We want to guard our frontiers. 
We don’t want any laurels, decorations 
or rewards.” 


* * * 


Laughing at America 

This Day’s Madness 

Mercedes Rosebery Mac, May, 1944, $2.00 

By Bill Belanger 

Indubitably you have mental dyspepsia 
from the flux of books giving accurate 
reports how “I was sitting by the radio 
at 2:25 on December 7 (sure you know 
which Dec. 7) thinking how far away 
we were when like a bomb came that 
flash.” And instinctively you shut your 
mind against another story on Pearl 
Harbor. No one bothers adding new 
material like computing statistics on 
how many people dashed to their chil- 
dren’s geography texts to find out what 
Pearl Harbor was, or how many less 
energetic people phoned newspaper of- 
fices to see if Pearl Harbor was a ship, 
a city or a what. The author of This 
Day’s Madness apparently shares the 
national disgust at personal reactions. 

Mercedes Rosebery, in giving the 
story of the home front, decided it was 
time someone did it in typical American 
fashion, to let us laugh at ourselves. 
From billboards, advertisements, hand- 
bills, newspaper columns and stories, 
magazines, propaganda pamphlets and 
radio broadcasts she draws material 
that gives an overall picture of the 
American people, griping at the job 
thev had to do but doing the job and 
griping because it covered their true 
feelings. 






‘Looking back at the national fears 
and panics over air raid threats in the 
first half of 1943 we look slightly silly 
to ourselves. But if it were not for Migs 
Rosebery it might not occur to us to 
laugh at ourselves quite so loudly or 
well. 

“Los Angeles city health officers told 
the public that burned bodies in gas 
attacks might be prevented at the cost 
of a few blushes. ‘Immediately before 
entering any house’ his instructions 
read, ‘remove your outer clothing. Don’t 
hesitate to do this. It is better to have 
a red face than a burned body.’ ” 

“Mayor La Guardia had a tilt with 
Director Landis about New York’s fail- 
ure to receive 22,000 civilian steel hel- 
mets ordered early in the year. Each 
blamed the other. Then The Beacon 
Journal of Akron, O., revealed the rea- 
small they ‘would be just the thing for 
a civilian defense force of midgets.’ 
The helmets were too small and the 
project had to be abandoned.” 

With sharp, staccato  expression- 
coining, deft wise-cracks and apt use 
of contrast Miss Rosebery presents 
candid-camera facets of American char- 
acter. She does not attempt to analyze 
or appraise. She merely shows what 
she has learned of Americans as they 
reveal themselves and how they try 


to conceal themselves. 
* * vv 


Religious Book Week 


The following titles comprised the 
Catholic Book List for Young People 
recommended by the National Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews for Reli- 
gious Book Week, May 7-14: 

The Little Angel, Alice Dalgliesh, Scribner, 
$2.00 
Columbus Sails, C. Walter Hodges, McCann, 

2.75 
on of Darien, Shore & Oblinger, Long, $2.00 
They Came From France, Clara Judson, H M, 

2.00 
ns Wolf’s Brother, Elizabeth Atkins, Lipp, | 

1.75 
an Sword of the Wilderness, Elizabeth Coats- 

worth, Mac., $2.00 
The Lake of Gold, John Buchan, H M, $2.0 
Petite Suzanne, Marguerite de Angeli, D D, 

$2.00 
ADULT SELECTIONS 

It was interesting to us to note that 
the entire Catholic Book List put out by 
The National Conference of Christians 
and Jews for Book Week, May 7-14, 
had been included in previous issues 01 
Books on Trial. , 
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The Race Question and the Negro 

John LaFarge, S.J. Longman’s, $2.50 
Comment by Contributing Editor John 
(Conner, “Literary Cavalcade” Col- 
umnist. 

The knottiest and most urgent domestic 
problem today is that of the American 
Negro. Of all the races in America, ex- 
cept the Indian, his is the only one that 
did not come here freely. For centuries 
he was held in slavery, traded as a 
mere chattel and counted only in an 
economic sense by the English and the 
Americans whose descendants rest upon 
comfortable fortunes today. 


An Essential Book 


The Negro has grown in numbers and 
strength since the Emancipation Proc- 
lamation. His status under law has im- 
proved—and one must give credit to 
the fine scholastic records made by 
many in their own colleges or in great 
universities throughout the world. Yet 
there is much missionary work to be 
done in the field of sound race rela- 
tions. Those people intent upon such 
work can hardly do without this book. 

This is the second—and re-written— 
edition of an earlier work by one of the 
Church’s outstanding men in the field 
of race relations. His principles are 
those of Christ and the Popes. America 
cannot deplore racism of any kind until 
the Negro’s lot has been improved. The 
longer the solution is delayed, the more 
difficult it will be. Our Constitution, de- 
spite what some of our elected officials 
may think of it, is looked up to by 
many people throughout the world. It 
is a hollow mockery until it is lived up 
to completely and fully. This will be 
done only by Christian action based on 
Christian principles and Christian prin- 
ciples alone. They will not be solved by 
the overtures of Communism and its un- 
tiring adherents. 


The Unity of Man 

Father LaFarge gives an exposition 
of doctrine, issues, and solutions that is 
masterly. He confines himself to prin- 
ciples and interprets his facts in the 
light of these principles. He is not in- 
terested in the Negro because he is a 
Political factor to be exploited by clever 
men and women politicians, but because 


‘Whe is a creature of God, made to the 


image and likeness of God, with an in- 
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tellect and a will—and upon whose pa- 
tient shoulders has fallen the lashes of 
hatred and bigotry wielded by the brute 
hand of ignorance. 


First-hand Views 

I have been interested in the Negro 
problem for many years, and although 
unfamiliar with “Paradise Valley” in 
Detroit, but I know the Negro slums of 
other cities and have passed through 
the national disgrace that border the 
nation’s capital. For three years I spent 
several hours daily in the streets of New 
York’s Harlem, that teeming tenement 
area that is as crowded as some of the 
sections of the Warsaw ghetto. It is my 
firm conviction that only the inherent 
goodness of human nature and a Job- 
like patience have kept that section 
from overflowing into other sections in 
a forceful manner. 

I have seen both of the riots in Har- 
lem; one in 1938 and the Donnybrook 
Fair of last August. For a week after that 
riot—and while it was still on—I was 
in the streets up there, and spoke to 
dozens of storekeepers and shopowners, 
Negro and white, interviewed police- 
men and clerks, students and ordinary 
citizens, housewives and school chil- 
dren. It is my conclusion that the riot- 
ing was sheer looting instigated by a 
number of youths of whom the honest 
people of Harlem are heartily ashamed. 


My Own Views 

For generations there has been no 
more loyal citizens of this country than 
the American Negro. Despite his poor 
origins—often akin to the surroundings 
of a stable two thousand years ago—he 
has remained immune to the various 
foreign ‘“‘isms” until the present. He had 
been the least to be touched by Euro- 
pean ideologies. 

BS x * 


Quasi-intellectual Trivia 
39 

High Noon 

C. P. Lee 
This is a patronizing account of life in 
Arkansas by a Harvard instructor who 
is obviously sure that he has gone far 
onward and upward since his own days 
in Pine Bluff. He describes the life of 
an ordinary Arkansas family with mul- 
titudinous minute details but somehow 
never succeeds in breathing life into 
the inert mass of trivia. 

Mrs. Pace, at the opening of the 


Macmillan, $2.50 © 
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story, is thinking over her past life and 
the story goes back to the year before 
she married. It progresses through her 
marriage, the birth of her two sons, 
Leonard and Webb. Then the point of 
view changes to that of Leonard and 
the story takes him through high school 
in Pine Bluff, college in Virginia and 
life again in Pine Bluff carrying on his 
father’s real estate business. That is all 
there is to it. 

The author takes time to laugh at the 
earnest minister who talks on purity to 
adolescents and to describe with some- 
thing near admiration the New Yorker 
who reads Proust and Gide in his col- 
lege days. He does his duty by his 
social conscience by having his hero 
notice the unfortunate condition of the 
Negroes in the south and the problem 
of good people who suffer misfortune, 
but somehow nobody does much about 
anything. 

The jacket blurb describes Mr. Lee’s 
hero as a quasi-intellectual and that 
seems to fit Mr. Lee also. 


—WINIFRED HAYES 
* * * 


BENET 


Twenty-Five Short Stories 


Stephen Vincent Benet Dial, $1.49 
Praiseworthy Collection—Rec. to 
Adults 


Comment by Staff Member 


Benet died last March. We are still too 
close’ to him to judge as to his lasting 
contributions. He was praised by many 
as one of the best poets of the day, 
but he was also a master of English 
prose. In the short story field his ef- 
forts are worthy of high praise, and the 
present volume is ample proof that he 
was a good story teller. Many of these 
tales are old favorites like “The Devil 
and Daniel Webster”; others are less 
familiar but all are finely wrought, ab- 
sorbing and well told. 

Of special interest is the fact that this 
book also contains a reprint of the 
famous essay, “My Brother Steve,” by 
William Rose Benet, a remarkable piece 
of writing. 

This handsome, compact, inexpensive 
book is an ideal gift for the man in serv- 
ice. He will enjoy these stories. because 
each goes deep into the heart of Amer- 
ica. Like the fighting man, it was from 
the soil of this country that Stephen 
Vincent Benet drew his strength. 
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A Best Seller 


THAT DESERVES 
THE DISTINCTION 


30 
Leonard Feeney Omnibus « 
Leonard Feeney, S.J. S & W, $3.00 


By a Staff Member 


, From the very beginning of his literary 


career Father Feeney has loomed large. 
With the passing of each year the critics 
and the reading public alike have be- 
come increasingly aware of this author’s 
importance. Now, for the first time, we 
have a compilation of his works. As 
Feeney himself says of this omnibus: 
“This book contains the things 
that I like best of all I have writ- 
ten up till 1943. It does not contain 
the things I hope to write from 
now on. And so, though it is called 
an ‘omnibus,’ it is not to be taken 
as an ‘obituary’.” 

Any reviewer likes to be able to say 
of a book that it has general appeal. 
I can think of no person whose reading 
tastes are so specialized that he has no 
time for Father Feeney. 

In this book we are treated to a 
complete demonstration of this gifted 
Jesuit’s varied talents and interests. 
There are selections from his- three 
volumes of essays: Fish on Friday— 
You'd Better Come Quietly and Sur- 
vival Till Seventeen. The selection of 
poems is taken from Songs for a Listen- 
er—Boundaries—Riddle and Reverie— 
In Towns and Little Towns and The 
Ark and the Alphabet. ; 

It is some time since I first read these 
essays. Now, re-reading them I chuckled 
and howled anew at the writer’s rare 
humor. I say without fear of contra- 
diction that the essay, Fish on Friday, 
is one of the funniest published in the 
last decade. In Leonard Feeney there 
is a combination of wit and wisdom 
springing from what is rapidly becom- 
ing “the Chesterton tradition.” ’ 

If you are the general reader—and 
in Books oN TRIAL we address the gen- 
eral reader—you will revel in this book. 
You may be a bit weary from your win- 
ter reading. Perhaps you’ve been read- 
ing a number of the war books and the 
many books about the peace and re- 
construction. By now you are a bit low 
in spirits. You need a new outlook. 
Father Feeney will give it to you. 
As poet, essayist and philosopher he 
sings a hearty song of joy and hope. 
He helps to lift the fog and gloom of 
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our time and he makes the jewels of 
our ancient Faith shine anew. 

The Feeney Fans may criticize some 
omissions and inclusions. Again I will 
let Father Feeney speak for himself: 

“My publishers have been very 
kind in letting me make my own 
choices. A number of things have 
been omitted, over protest of my 
friends. But a poet—if such I be— 
must ultimately be his own critic, 
his own chooser. It is one of the 
few freedoms left a man in this 
merciless age.” 

Sis * 


QUOTATIONS FROM 
*“House of Bread”’ 


“The spread of Christianity through the 
ages, from the first century onwards, has been - 
a progressive historical phenomenon. It took 
well over one thousand years for the ferment 
of the Gospel to transform the social habits 
of men, and when the ages of faith came 
(I refer to the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, 
which are generally considered by competent 
historians to mark the peak of the Christian 
synthesis), men found themselves set beneath 
a particular historical constellation. We know, 
from our studies of this period, that it was 
an unscientific age, and probably an un- 
hygienic one. But scienceand hygiene do 
not produce Christianity, or the following 
of Ohrist. If the men of the Middle Ages 
were more concerned with problems that re- 
lated to their last end and happiness than they 
were with the transformation and harnessing 
of matter to their material needs, this, I say, 
was simply because science and hygiene, as 
we understand them today, were unknown at 
that time. 

“Modern journalism, which loves sensation 
and is afraid of any truth which has political 
repercussions unfavorable to the balance sheet 
or the circulation department, has not been 
kind to the Church. In many cases the fault 
lies with Catholics themselves. I don’t believe 
that many reporters or writers of articles 
deliberately go out of their way to malign 
Catholicism. It is because they cannot grasp 
what the essence of the Church is that they 
so often misrepresent the Catholic case. When 
they see Catholics equating political solutions 
with the advancement of the Church, they 
grow disgusted, and take their revenge in the 
manner described above, imputing to the 
Church political ambitions of which she is 
usually innocent. 

“The fact of the matter is that a diversity 
of political opinion must be expected from 
Catholics; in every nation, and even within 
any one nation. These political views have 
nothing whatever to do with the faith and 
they never commit the Church. The trouble 
is that many outsiders take the views of indi- 


- vidual Catholics ‘to represent the stand of the 


Church. There is always only one official 
spokesman for the Church, and-he is the 
Pope. And the Pope does not take sides in 
political 


squabbles. 
“I think that the average modern man’s 


criticism of what he knows of religion, and 
especially of today’s Ohristianity, can be 
summed up by saying that to him it appears 
as if the Christian life as he sees it exempli- 
fied around ‘him has in it none of the stuff 
of life. In the vernacular, it lacks ‘guts.’ And 
I believe, furthermore, that this criticism is, 
to some extent, valid. If the non-Catholic 
could be made to savor something of the 
dynamite of Christianity, and something of 
the dynamism of the interior life, he would 
have no difficulty in entering the Church, 
As it is’ comparing the lives of mediocre 
Catholics with those of his agnostic friends, 
he finds in Catholics what seems to him to 
be a lack of dynamic interest in life, and a 
passive piety that consists in going to Mass 
every Sunday, or of receiving Holy Com- 
munion once a month with the Holy Name 
Society. It begins and ends there.” 


From House of Bread 


C.J. Eustace Longmans, $2.25 
* * * 
Mystery Story 
Death and Bitters 
Kit Christian Dutton, $2.00 


Reviewed by Philip N. Starbuck, 
Caldwell, Idaho 


Death and Bitters tells of the murder of 
Morton Ferguson in the Loud Speaker, a 
favorite haunt of the radio actors engaged 
at the Consolidated Broadcasting Company. 
The murder occurs during a celebration of the 
success of a new show, the Ringmaster. The 
plot, of course, concerns itself in unraveling 
the web of circumstantial evidence that seems 
to implicate at least five members of the cast 
of the new show. Pete Peterson,.the bartender, 
helps his friend, Lieutenant Reardan, solve the 
mystery by discovering the significance of an 
apparently unimportant clue. 

The story is nothing exceptional, but sus- 
tains sufficient suspense and interest to fasci- 
nate a devotee of mystery stories. For anyone 
acquainted with it, the locale of the story, 
Chicago’s loop and near north side, helps to 
increase its interest, 

There is, as would be expected in a story, 
most of whose action takes place in a cocktail 
bar, a certain amount of drunkenness, and in 
one chapter there is a suggestion of the ir- 
regular life that is frequently connected with 
actors (XIV). This is, however, kept in the 
background and receives no favorable con- 
sideration. The author indulges in profanity 
only once in the course of the book. 

Death and Bitters can be recommended 4s 
a fairly good, and perfectly harmless mystery 
story for anyone of at least senior high school 
age. I can’t imagine anyone younger wishing 
to read it. 

Wi ® * 
From Washington, D. C. 

“Books on Trial . . . has been 
used in my college classes for some 
time and to such an extent that in 
my night classes (attended by 
adults) the students have become 
quite enthusiastic. .. .” 
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False Ideas 


Excerpts from an address by Lord Hali- 
fax on receiving an honorary Doctorate 
from Laval University, Quebec. 

“No Christian . . . can contemplate 
the present disorders of the world with- 
out feeling how largely they are the 
outcome of the continuous erosion to 
which the Christian traditions of society 
—in art, culture, laws, literature, and 
family life—have been subjected. .. . 

“. ,. . truly has it been said that 
wherever we find a false idea about 
men, its origin lies in a false idea of 
God. 

“Today, we see in retrospect what 
100 years ago was only a foreboding, 
the disastrous consequences in many 
countries of education unsupported by, 
and even forcibly divorced from, re- 
ligion. Newman was at pains to con- 
vince his generation that such a system 
was not only futile but fraught with 
grave danger to society... . 


Educational Foundations 


“In a recent article . . . the London 
Times said: ‘The truth is, that religion 
must form the very basis of any edu- 
cation worth the name and that educa- 
tion with religion omitted is not real 
education at all. . . . For many years 
we have been living on spiritual capi- 
tal, on traditions inherited from the 
past, instead of providing for the fu- 
ture. Christianity cannot be imbibed 
from the air. It is not a philosophy, but 
a historic religion which must dwindle 
unless the facts upon which it is found- 
ed are taught and such teaching made 
the centre of our educational system.’ . . 

“But no nation, any more than any 
individual, can live indefinitely upon 
capital of which he has been fortunate 
enough to be the heir. 


The Tragedy of Despair 


“The world today is full of tragedy. 
But perhaps one of its greatest tragedies 
often goes unnoticed and unmarked. 
This is the unconscious hunger and 
thirst of millions for something which 
they would be totally incapable of put- 
ting into words, but which they passion- 
ately need. 

“Small wonder if men and women 
everywhere are unsatisfied and ill at 
ease, since’ in their hour of greatest 
need they have lost that which was 
indeed their birthright—the knowledge 
of how to pray.” 
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SUBVERSIVE? 


(From The Southern Cross, San Diego) 


“Protestants, rather than Catholics, 
should be the ones to go after Ken- 
neth Leslie, Editor of The Protestant. 
That magazine is in no sense a periodi- 
cal furthering the interests of Protest- 
antism. Despite its name, it is pri- 
marily and almost exclusively devoted 
to Communism . . . the most subtle 
agent of Red Communism in America 
today. 

“ ... Leslie has a pro-Communist 
record. 

“Running through all the pages of 
The Protestant is a constant attack 
by various writers upon the Catholic 
Church. Pierre van Paassen writes 
about ‘the most discredited and corrupt 
elements of clerical Fascism.’ W. Stan- 
ley Rycroft ‘exposes’ Roman Catholic 
aid to Fascism . . . in line with the 
. . . policy to discredit the Catholic 
Church by charging that it is opposed 
to Democracy and is in sympathy with 
Fascism and Naziism. 

“The Protestant is apparently en- 
gaged in the task of weaning Protest- 
ants from belief in the inspiration of 
the Scriptures and other fundamentals 
of Christian faith. Its philosophy is 
not greatly different from that of the 
agnostic, but it strives to maintain the 
appearance of promoting Christianity 
while rejecting its basic tenets. 

“'. . not only attacks the Catholic 
Church, but openly challenges the good 
faith, honesty, and integrity of Protest- 
ant ministers and bishops.” 


* * * 


ISOLATIONISM 


One of the most interesting editorial 
columns is that of The Register, Den- 
ver. Speaking of world conditions, in a 
recent issue the editor says: 

“The writer believes that com- 
plete isolationism in world affairs 
is insanity under modern condi- 
tions. He would like to see a 
United States of the World, oper- 
ating with a written constitution 
and with a huge standing central 
army to effect peace until the time 
when general disarmament becomes 
feasible. He would like to see ag- 
gression outlawed, except in cases 
where nations are interfering with 
the ordinary decenies of a civiliza- 
tion.” 


He says further: 

“The writer believes it would be a 
sanitary thing to divide the Reich. 
Every bit of conquered land should 
be returned, regardless of the 
claims made by the Nazis about its 
population. Germany itself should 
be divided. Catholic Bavaria, the 
Rhineland, and other Catholic sec- 
tions should be cut off from pagan 
Prussia. Never again should they 
run the risk of a Bismarck Kul- 
turkampf or a Hitler Nazi regime. 
Austria should be given her inde- 
pendence and enlarged with enough 
strictly Germany territory to make 
her economically safe.” 


&:: #% 


Meaning Us? 


32 
Fantastic Interim 


Henry Morton Robinson Harcourt, $3.50 


Purports to be a history of “American 
manners, morals and mistakes between 
Versailles and Pearl Harbor,” says John 
S. Kennedy in Hartford Transcript. 


“Mr. Robinson is scornful in dealing 
with religion in the United States dur- 
ing the ‘fantastic interim.’ This attitude 
is understandable when one notes that, 
for him, religion is confined to the 
watered creeds and invertebrate cults 
of the up-to-the-minute Christians who 
have emasculated the religion of Jésus 
Christ. It ought to give us Catholics 
pause that, in a supposedly representa- 
tive summary of American life for the 
past twenty years, Catholicism as such 
gets no least mention. It comes in acci- 
dentally once or twice. The Legion of 
Decency is sneeringly alluded to. And 
this brings up a final consideration. 
Mr. Robinson is seething and over- 
flowing with moral indignation. Yet 
what his standards are, it is impossible 
to say. At least they are extremely elas- 
tic. For, while-objection to indecency in 
books, periodicals, and entertainment is, 
to him, ignorant and bigoted Puritan- 
ism, he can become almost apoplectic 
against ‘naked and shameless’ aggres- 
sion. Thus he himself represents that 
moral schizophrenia which is at the 
root of many of our woes. 

“Some idea of the kind of prejudices 
which the author subscribes to and ar- 
ticulates can be gathered from the fact 
that one of his infallible authorities is 
Harry Elmer Barnes.” 
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By the Author of 
Land O’ Spices 
THE Last oF SUMMER 

Kate O’Brien Doubleday, $2.50 
Reviewed by Mary Ernestine, Dept. of 
English, The Saint Mary College, Xa- 
vier, Kansas 
In The Last of Summer Kate O’Brien 
projects a story of powerful emotions 
against a background of peaceful do- 
mestic life in Drumaninch, Ireland. 
From the time Angele.Maury, French 
actress, arrives in Drumaninch with 
the intention of visiting the old home 
of her dead father, Tom Kernahan, 
one senses impending disaster and at 
the end of the story is by no means 
disappointed. 

The Kernahans are apparently a 
happy family, living quietly in the 
old family estate. Hannah, the mother 
of three charming young people—Tom, 
Martin, and Jo—rules the household 
with an iron hand but attempts to dis- 


guise her tyranny with exquisite man-. 


ners, great external piety, and the air 
of a martyr. Her children, particular- 
ly the eldest, Tom, all but worship 
her, although all are _ intelligent 
enough to 
mother’s craftiness, which they never 
really define as such. 


From the start, Angele Maury 
(Maury is her stage name) incurs her 
aunt Hannah’s dislike, which disturbs 
her even before she learns to under- 
stand it. Both Kernahan young men 
fall in love with Angele almost imme- 
diately but to Tom, Angele gives her 
heart in the first passionate love affair 
she has ever had. The complications 
which should have arisen over the fact 
that the two young people are cousins 
are slight in comparison to those 
which develop when Hannah Kerna- 
han learns that her favorite son is to 
belong to someone whom, she hates. 
Only after the engagement is an- 
nounced does Angele see her aunt with 
sword unsheathed. The spiteful way 
in which Hannah undertakes to sepa- 
rate the two lovers is so subtle that 
Tom is unaware of what his mother 
is doing. Angele, however, perceives 
the motives as well as the plot and 
knows she neither possesses nor wishes 
to possess the weapons necessary to win 
the conflict with her aunt. The war 
troubles in France at this time make 


recognize vaguely their 
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it relativély easy for Angele to make 
her exit, but they by no means alleviate 
the pain suffered by both Tom and 
Angele. ' 


A Study in Penetration 


The most one can say for this book 
is that it has at least one powerful 
characterization, Hannah Kernahan; 
that it moves rather quickly to its con- 
clusion; and that it ends in a manner 
different from most books of its kind. 
The characters are somewhat ordinary, 
even though Miss O’Brien attempts in 
several of the portraits to be unusual. 
Jo, with her desire to become a re- 
ligious, is believable but somewhat 
hazily drawn; she is little more than 
an outline. Tom and Martin represent 
different types, the former being a 
dutiful, devoted, hard-working eldest 
son; the latter, a student inclined to- 
ward a kind of modern cosmopolitan- 
ism. Uncle Corny, who collects antiques 
and likes his liquor; Bernard, the in- 
sane priest, and Doty, a lazy sensuous 
domestic of sorts give variety to the 
list of characters, but are only passa- 
bly interesting. Angele, whose life as 
an actress seems somewhat artificially 
projected into the story, is definitely 
not the typical actress, except perhaps 
in looks. Miss O’Brien strives to por- 
tray her as a person who knows the 
world and yet remains innocent; in an 
attempt to make her real, the author 
has Angele taste liquor and occasion- 
ally smoke cigarettes and allows her to 
keep company with certain worldy- 
wise persons. Still she has never be- 
fore (and she is 25 years old) had a 
real love affair and she has all the 
super-sensitive qualities which are pos- 
sessed usually by persons living lives 
of seclusion. She is, for instance, deep- 
ly hurt when one of a group of Irish 
children shout derisively at her, “What 
happened your lips?” 


Rather Mystifying/ 

As for the Catholic aspects of the 
book—there is nothing admirable un- 
less it is Jo’s idea of self-sacrifice in 
entering religion. Indeed one feels 
that there is a certain amount of in- 
sincerity in most of the references to 
religion. Hannah’s pietistic attitudes, 
the priests’ regard for Hannah (and 
the author suggests that such regard is 
based on unworthy ideals), and the 
little care all members concerned have 


for the proposed marriage of the two 






cousins inspire disgust rather than re. 
gard for the church. 

The ethical significance of the story | | 
could have been improved by the 
manifestation of a spirit of self-sacri- | 1 
fice on the part of the main characters, | « 

I 
é 





Instead, the renunciation which An- 
gele and Tom make is forced upon 
them by circumstances, sounding a 


somewhat fatalistic note at the con- I 
clusion. ‘ie 
wv * * 

( 
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Baudelaire t 

Flower of Evil ; 
Edwin Morgan SW, $3.00 


By Contributing Editor J. M. Lelen 


This is a psychograph of Charles 
Baudelaire, author of the sordid, sala- 
cious, satanic Flowers of Evil. We 
have already so many books on him 
that it is difficult to see the reason for 
this new study. True, we read here 
that Baudelaire “died with the minis- 
trations of the Church.” 

This is news. But we happen to have 
the right to doubt it. Men die as they 
have lived. It is too often claimed of 
many an erotic writer that 


“between the stirrup and the ground, 
mercy he begged, mercy he found.” 
Historians used to say that of Talley- 

rand; a pure legend without any foun- 
dation. Dupanloup, the creator of it, 
humbly recanted it in his old age. 


As to the poetry of Baudelaire we 
have already qualified its ethical value. 
Its style, classic as it may be, does not 
make up for its blasphemous utterances. 
In his Landmarks in French Litera- 
ture here is what Strachey writes of 
his work. “It is Baudelaire’s. great dis- 
tinction that he was able to combine 
the hideous and devastating conceptions 
of complete pessimism with the pas- 
sion, the beauty, that live only in 
magnificent verse. He is the Swift of 
poetry. His vision is black and terrible. 
Some of his descriptions are even more 
disgusting than those of Swift, and 
most of his pages are not fit reading 
for the young and ignorant.” I regret 
to state that these last words can be 
applied to the present volume. The 
danger of Flower of Evil is that it 
may lead the incautious reader to go 
to “Les Fleurs du Mal,” the Flowers 
of Evil which unfortunately can be 
found now in a notorious new edition. 
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Social Progress 


Pillars of Security 

Sir Wm. Beveridge Macmillan, $2.50 
This is a series of twenty-one war-time 
essays and addresses—1942 and ’43— 
by the originator of the so-called Bev- 
eridge Plan of Social Security. 

In a sense, this volume gives the lay 
reader the background and interpreta- 
tion of the Beveridge Report. 

War and peace, he believes, are in- 
divisible, and the “government of a de- 
mocracy must be strong enough at the 
top to conduct war and to plan peace 
simultaneously.” 

In December, 1940, four Church 
leaders in Britain accepted the “five 
peace points” set out by Pope Pius XII 
and “laid down five propositions of their 
own.” The author discusses these prop- 
ositions, which are: 

1, Extreme inequality in wealth and pos- 

sessions should be abolished. 

2. Every child, regardless of race or class, 
should have equal opportunities of 
education, suitable for the development 
of his peculiar capacities. 

3. The Family as a social unit must be 
safeguarded. 

4, The sense of a Divine Vocation must 
be restored 'to a man’s daily work. - 

5. The resources of earth should be used 
as God’s gifts to the whole human 
race and used with due consideration 
for the needs of the present and future 
generations. 

Under Pillars of Security the author 

discusses: 

1, The Assumption of Employment 

2. The Assumption of Victory 

3. A People’s War for a People’s Peace 

4. The Need to Remain United Nations 

No satisfactory scheme of Social Se- 
curity, he says, could be devised except 
on three assumptions: 

A. Children’s allowances, paid both when 
the responsible parent is earning and 
when he is not earning. 

B. Comprehensive health and rehabilita- 
tion services for prevention and cure 
of disease and restoration of capacity 
for work, available to all members 
of the community. ¢ 

C. Maintenance of employment, that is 
to say, avoidance of mass unemploy- 
ment. 

There has been much controversy 
over the Beveridge proposals—which 
are predicated on an-attack to be made 
on the “five giant evils’—Want, Dis- 
ease, Ignorance, Squalor and Idleness. 

Quotation from an address to the 
American outpost in London: 

“One of the pleasing ‘points about our 


common language—pleasing to ourselves 


- 
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though perplexing to others—is that from 
the way a word is pronounced it is often 
impossible to tell how it should be spelt. 
A distinguished Professor of Biology once 
started a lecture by declaring with some 
pomposity that ‘The whole science of 
Biology begins with a single cell.’ Where- 
upon a listener asked: ‘Say, Mister, do 
you spell that last word with a “c” or an 
44g 90 ?’ ” 

“T feel that in my case also there is 
doubt as to spelling. 1 don’t mean by 
that the difficulty that some people have 
in spelling my name or the widespread 
disappointment that has resulted from the 
discovery that the Beveridge of which 
there’s so much talk is not refreshing. I 
mean that I come from Oxford, and Ox- 
ford Colleges are famous for their port. 
So, when your President today says that 
I’m associated with one of tthe best sellers* 
in the world—‘Say, Professor Goodhart, 
do you spell seller with an “s” or with a 
66? 2 ”» 

*He refers to the Beveridge Report. 
Macmillan, $1.00. 
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Road to Conversion 


House of Bread 
C. J. Eustace Longman’s, $2.25 
Valuable account of author's road 
to conversion 


The. author, an English convert to 
Catholicism, has some of the character- 
istics that have been noted elsewhere. 
They reminded us of a Republican’s 
comment on Mr. Willkie. 

Willkie had been a Democrat. Said 
the Republican, “It’s probably all right 
for a convert to be accepted into the 
Church, but it’s quite something else to 
find him preaching the sermon on the 
first Sunday.” ‘ 

Mr. Eustace is not without some 
interesting as well as thought-provoking 
comments. He seems to be quite sound 
in his views of the true mission of the 
Church—the matter of personal sanc- 
tification. He is rather dogmatic. In the 
matter of criticism he will probably 
escape general approval. Perhaps this 
will be no surprise to him—and he is 
entitled to his opinions. We have not 
noted any blunders that would disturb 
the average reader. 

Mr. Eustace has previously attempt- 
ed, and has had published, books of 
philosophical and theological nature— 
his interest in Catholicism having led 
him into many years of deep study. 

In House of Bread he covers a lot 
of territory, and it would appear that 
a much better job could have been done 
had he taken the time for better organi- 


zation of his material. It is quite pos- 
sible that he could not afford the neces- 
sary time, since, unfortunately, too 
many books of this kind bring too 
small returns to authors to repay their 
efforts. 

Despite these things, the book de- 
serves attention. There are a thousand 
roads to the Catholic Church, and the 
things that interest one individual may 
seem unimportant to another. As an 
account of the author’s conversion this 
book has undoubted value. 
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Wordly Maxims 


The Art of Worldly Wisdom 

Balthasar Gracian Mac, $1.50 
“Many men have sought to give their 
views about man and about life in a 
pithy way; a few have tried to advise 
men in short sentences what to do in ° 
the various emergencies of life. 

“The former have written aphorisms, 
the latter maxims. 

“Where the aphorism states a fact of 
human nature, a maxim advises a cer- 
tain course of action. The aphorism is 
written in the indicative, the maxim in 
the imperative mood.” 

‘Life is interesting if not happy,’ is 
an aphorism. . . . 

‘Ascend a step to choose a friend, 
descend a step to choose a wife,’ is 
a maxim. ... 

The foregoing is from the introduc- 
tion by Joseph Jacobs, who translated 
Gracian from the Spanish, and who 
goes on to point out that it is curious 
how few maxims have been written . . . 
possibly, he thinks, because of the 
ignorance of Action on the part of 
literary people. 

He points out, however, that the 
abundance of proverbs is extraordinary 
—and that they are really maxims 
under another name, or without an 
author’s name. 

Spain, he says, the nation richest in 
proverbs, has proved itself the least 
wise in action. Gracian was a Spaniard, 
and whether his maxims “are true or 
useful scarcely affects their value.” He 
has much wisdom in small compass, 
and his is the best book. 

In this new 196-page, pocket-size 
edition of 300 maxims (with notes, in- 
dex and appendix), the author claims 
to have made many improvements over 
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